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Monthly Review. February 2020
The year moves on apace and we are, despite the weather, seeing many signs of spring,
I woke this morning to a very mixed chorus of birdsong in Chirnside.
At this month’s well-attended evening meeting, were treated to an informative, entertaining and inspiring
talk by Tony Lightley on the ‘Tweed Valley Osprey Project’. The story of this magnificent bird’s return
to the Borders kept us enthralled and was illustrated by some wonderful photography. It is good to see
Forestry Scotland actively supporting conservation initiatives such as this. We will see the return of Tony
in the future to update us on more of his work, possibly the Borders Golden Eagle Project.
The weather unfortunately caused the cancellation of the Wader Walk and Survey, but we will try again
on the 7thMarch, same arrangements as before.

WILDLIFE REPORTS.

Weather; The old saying of ‘February, both fill-dyke, both black and white’, certainly does not
apply to this year. Instead we could describe it in the word, vigorous, as it has been a stormy period.
The rotation of low-pressure zones passing through from the Atlantic, seemingly each weekend,

brought conditions of warm and cold days, often with very strong winds.
The first two storms to pass through were named ‘Ciara’ and ‘Dennis’, each bring a 24 hour spell of

warm gusty gale-force winds, quickly followed by a drop in temperature and a short spell of heavy rain,
with a change in wind direction to the north-west. The following few days in between, conditions were
quieter with long sunny spells and wintery showers of rain, sleet and hail. During this spell, frosts
occurred on several nights.
The arrival of storm ‘Ciara’ on the 9th saw a rise in temperature to 52F, followed by an 18 degree fall

overnight to 34F. By the 13th keen frost at night saw the temperature drop to 26F, yet by mid-morning,
the return to wintry showers.
A week later saw the arrival of storm ‘Dennis’ on the 16th with the same pattern of a temperature of

50F, falling to 38F. This time, it was notable for the fall in barometric air pressure, down to 770 millibar,
the lowest record in 25 years.

A week later another un-named storm arrived on the 22nd again with a temperature of 50F falling to
38F. This time the winds were more vigorous and gusty, causing disruption to our roads and railway
movements. Some minor damage also occurred.

With all these events, Berwick tended to miss the heavy rain fall which occurred in western parts of
the country, causing severe flooding to the large river systems in regions like Perthshire, Central Wales,
Lancashire, Yorkshire and through the Midlands along the course of the River Severn.
The only disruption came on the 16th when the Tweed overflowed its banks in the Paxton/West Ord,
causing anxiety to local farmers for a 12 hour spell, until the waters receded. A light covering of snow
occurred early on the 24th, but it did not last long, melting away by midday. The last weekend of the
month saw yet another storm approaching, this time named by the Spanish ‘met’ office as storm ‘Jorge’.
The wind strengthened, bringing rain late on the 27th, clearing overnight for another sequence to come the
following day. What a way to start March and the official metrological start to spring!!

Over the month, frosts occurred on 7 nights and the total rainfall figure for the period came to
66mm, (2.6 inches) a very memorable month.
.
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Birds; This has been a month when wildfowl and waders start to gather, before there migration back
to there breeding grounds in March. This has added to the fluctuations of numbers being affected by the
regular passage of stormy weather and strong winds.

A gathering of 108 Lapwing, 74Wigeon and 82 Goldeneye at New water Heugh (9th), typified what
was to come through during the next four weeks. The effects of storm ‘Ciara’ (6th) brought 26 Ringed
Plover, 22 Sanderling, 18 Knot, and12 Dunlin on the shore at Cocklawburn, with 144 Curlew, 6
Canada Geese, 6 Song Thrushes and 3 Stonechats in the coastal fields. A visit to Yarrow Slake later in
the day saw a roost of 106 Lapwing, 114 Curlew, 110 Wigeon and 24 Goldeneye. In Spittal Bay, there
were c.360 Common Scoter, 12 Goldeneye, 6 Red throated Divers and 5 Shag.

Meanwhile the Estuary was affected by flood water from the Tweed and c.1,200 Black headed Gulls
were feeding along its surface. A flock of 78 Canada Geese were seen at West Ord (13th) and a count of
56Whooper Swans were in the field next to the Honey Farm at Horncliffe.
Smaller birds were a bit scarce, but a Nuthatch was heard calling in Ord Country Park (12th) with a

flock of 26 Goldfinches visiting feeders in Hivacres gardens throughout the month.
With the passing of the second storm ‘Dennis’ (16th), brought a few rarer species, including a

Little Auk sheltering by the pier with some Eider. A Ring necked Parakeet was in Ord Country Park
(18th) but was chased out by 5Magpies.
A flock of 28 Twite were at Cocklawburn (19th) with another group if 18 at Saltpan Rocks, where a pair
of Velvet Scoter were offshore. On Spittal Bay (20th), were 5 Red throated Divers, 8 Guillemots and a
pair of Red breasted Mergansers. The high tide that day saw a flock of 42 Redshank roosting on the
foot of Coxons Tower on the walls in Berwick. One of our members heard a Tawny Owl calling several
times in Castle Vale Park. It’s good to see the habitat improvement here attracting these predators into
town.
A sea watch (22nd) recorded 3 Gannets moving south off the Pier, the first noted this year. A ‘sinensis’
race Cormorant was noted with 12 birds in the roost at Meadow Haven (23rd).
A bright frosty morning at Cocklawburn (26th) recorded 148 Greylag Geese, with them 2 ‘tundra race’

Bean Geese, 136 Curlew, 7 Skylarks, some in song and a pair of Stonechats.

Mammals; A quiet month with the only record of 2 Brown Hares at Billylaw (2nd).

Insects; I was sent in two photos of a Dotted Border moth by Rena Telfer when she found it resting
on her bedroom window in Tweedmouth (15th). This winter flying moth is fairly common in the area
and frequents woodland, hedgerows and gardens. They feed on mainly broad leaved trees and shrubs like
Hawthorn, Blackthorn, Birch, Apple and Sycamore. There flight period is usually February to April.

Other records;

Thank you to all who have sent in records this month. Can members wishing to add their records to the
newsletter, send them to sightings@berwickwildlifegroup.uk or directly to me by the 30th of each month
at m.hutcheson08@btinternet.com

We need all your records please.
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On 18th March our talk will be by Shaun Hackett, from the Northumberland National Park, on his
favourite subject of Bumblebees.

Below are 2 pictures from our member Rena Telfer, who spotted this Dotted Border on her
window, as mentioned above.
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Addition to Monthly Review. February 2020
Summer surveys.

The following wildlife surveys are carried out by the Group.
1. Butterfly surveys in Cocklawburn Dunes and Hunting Hall Farm, by kind permission of the

respective owners. The annual count records species numbers and is adding to long-term records
showing any developing trends. They are counted fromApril to September

2. Bumblebee surveys have started more recently. The counts take place in fine, warm weather when
insects fly in really beautiful surroundings. The same route is followed every week, from March
to October

We need volunteers for a rota. Don’t worry if you don’t think you know enough. Some of our
experienced members are happy to show you the ropes and the insects! We know we all make mistakes,
but what we do is still important.

If you would like more information and would like to take part, please speak to Molly at a meeting or on
01289 332655.


