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Berwick Wildlife Group   
www.berwickwildlifegroup.org.uk 
 
 
Monthly Review:  January 2018.   
 
WILDLIFE REPORTS.       
 
Weather 
The New Year has started with January being a month of contrasting weather conditions.  
We had several spells of stormy, mixed with quiet cold conditions, bringing keen frost at night and the 
odd day with snowfall. The first few days saw Atlantic storm ‘Eleanor’ battering the west coast of Britain, 
but here a quick change of wind direction from west to north-east (3rd), followed by the wettest day of 
the month on the 5th ( bringing 16mm (0.6 inches) of rain throughout daylight hours), saw her pass 
quickly.  
The cold north east wind persisted for the next 18 days, though falling light on several days with sunny 
spells and with sharp frost at night.  A weak cold front on 17th brought a light covering of snow, which 
froze overnight causing difficulties in getting around.   The coldest night of the month (21st) followed 
with a low of -5C (24F). 
 Another Atlantic front approached the western side of the country (24th), this one named ‘Georgina’ 
and once again the Berwick area came off lightly with a ‘wild’ night but very little rain. This time the 
westerly air stream remained for the last six days of the month.  A quieter sunny day (26th), saw the 
temperature rise to a maximum of 11C (52F).  Yet another low pressure area passed overnight on 29th 
with a spell of very high winds and some minor damage to  structures and trees.  A change in wind 
direction to the north-west on the last day brought us back to normal winter conditions again: clear 
sunny periods with a threat of wintry showers.  
     
Total rainfall for the month was around half the average for January with 48.5mm (1.7 inches). 
Next month should be more ‘black and white’ or February ‘filldyke’ conditions – we will see!! 
 
 Birds        
 This month’s contrast in weather conditions has had some impact on local bird movements.    During a 
normal January, wintering birds have settled down to a regular survival pattern, ready for the early signs 
of the coming Spring. But this month there has been a spell of mild days mid-month, which saw several 
species coming into full song.  Also, a number of birds started to move northwards, prior to moving back 
to breeding territories in the North. 
 
New Year’s Day saw a large movement of Pink footed Geese northwards, with 8 skeins of c.1,300 birds 
seen during an hour at dawn.  More movement was noted on the 6th with 240 Wigeon, in 3 flocks, this 
time flying south over Berwick pier.  A group of 7 Red breasted- Merganser were over Calot Shad on the 
high tide. 
 
The 7th turned out to be a day of Fieldfare movement with flocks of 20 at West Ord, 86 at Shoresdean, 
68 at Shoreswood, 68 at Mount Carmel, Norham and 18 on Craggy Bog, Murton; all the birds in pasture 
on wet ground.  Also at West Ord were 17 Goldeneye on the Tweed. A flock of 82 Canada Geese were 
seen flying south over East Ord(8th) and a Nuthatch and a Mistle Thrush were at feeder stations in 
Cornwall Avenue.  Wildfowl and waders gathering on the coastal fields at Cocklawburn(9th), included 
148 Lapwing, 16 Golden Plover & 78 Curlew. On the shore were 36 Ringed Plover with a separate flock 
of 136 Golden Plover,roosting on Saltpan rocks.  Two Mistle Thrushes were seen at Sea House. 
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Large numbers of waders appeared on Little Beach early (8.30a.m.) on the 10th  with 160 Sanderling, 130 
Dunlin, 66 Ringed Plover & 4 Grey Plover – definitely best to get there before dog-walkers etc.! A trip 
around the local lanes (11th), found a large finch flock feeding under mature beech trees at Murton High 
Craggs, containing c.180 Linnets and 34 Bramblings – the first Brambling flock I’ve recorded locally in 
the past seven years. Below, on flooded Craggy Bog were, 110 Mallard, 84 Teal, 62 Wigeon and 43 
Lapwing.   Further along were a flock of 320 Greylag Geese at Miller’s Bridge, Allerdean.     
 
A  covey of 5 Grey Partridge were at Billylaw(14th) with 56 Mallard, 14 Teal and 4 Wigeon on nearby 
Middle Ord pond.  At West Ord was a Little Egret and 36 Teal with a small group of 12 Oystercatcher 
roosting.  Meanwhile a flock of 42 Canada geese were noted flying south over East Ord.   The Estuary 
WeBS count (17th) found 2 Little Grebes, 36 Wigeon and another Little Egret at Yarrow Slake. 
 
A visit to Cocklawburn (19th) found 52 Sanderling and 2 Grey Plover on the beach, with 25 Eider, 48 
Common Scoter and 2 winter-plumaged Guillemots offshore.  A returning pair of Fulmar were seen on 
the Union Bridge, Berwick (21st) with 14 Bar- tailed Godwits on Little Beach.  Calot Shad recorded the 
wintering Black-throated Diver again near the Pier and a Grey Plover and 4 Turnstones were feeding 
there at low tide.  
 
Some of our group members volunteered to repair the Yarrow Slake hide(25th) and noted 10 Wigeon 
and 6 Teal feeding there, with a noisy flock of 70 Greylag Geese flying north overhead.  Later the same 
day, a flock of 72 Sanderling were on Sandstell Point, Spittal at high tide with a feeding flock of 220 
Black-headed Gulls. 
 
Migrant numbers were rising at Cocklawburn(26th) with 232 Lapwing, 104 Curlew & 124 Greylag geese. 
A small party of 6 Twite were feeding amongst the cattle troughs and a group of 18 Purple Sandpipers 
were active along the shore.   More Pink-footed Geese were moving on 30th, with 160 flying north over 
East Ord.   

Malcolm Hutcheson.  
 
Mammals 
A dog Fox was seen at West Ord hunting Rabbits(7th) with a group of 3  Roe Deer nearby. Singles seen at 
Craggy bog, Murton,(7th) and on the road verge at Loanend, Horncliffe (26th) 
       
Other sightings are down this month, partly because we have been having problems getting records 
onto our website. Apologies, and as a temporary measure could members wishing to add their records 
send them directly to m.hutcheson08@btinternet.com by the 30th of the month (February excepted!) 
 
IMPORTANT NOTICE- no newsletter for February (Editor on holiday), but please keep records coming in, 
for a bumper edition for March. 
 
Next talk: Moths by Ian Cowe  Weds 21st February, St Paul’s church, Main Road, Spittal 
Many of you will remember Ian’s most interesting, beautifully illustrated talk on day-flying moths last 
year.  He has let us know that this time he has been spoilt for choice as to what to include, since there 
were so many interesting discoveries (both of butterflies and moths) made during 2017.  These will be 
included, along with a short presentation on garden moth-trapping, from a beginner’s perspective.  He 
may well bring his moth trap along, so all in all a most informative evening in prospect. 
 
Observatree - Molly Hardie writes  
We have all heard a lot recently about Ash dieback, caused by a fungus, but I certainly was not 
aware “955 mammals, birds, insects, fungi and lichens use the tree, and that 100 species either rely 
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completely on ash or are heavily dependent on it” (Dr Ruth Mitchell of the James 
Hutton Institute). Oak and Beech can support over 90% of those same species. However, Oak 
Processionary moth has been in the UK since 2005, and the caterpillars can strip the trees bare, 
effectively killing them; Asian Longhorn beetles will attack virtually any of our native trees; the 
bacterium Xylella fastidiosa (perhaps a misnomer as it’s not very fastidious) will attack at least 359 
plants, including Lavender and Bird Cherry; we continue to suffer from Dutch Elm Disease – in Scotland 
we lost three Elms from our garden; Sweet Chestnut blight is crossing Devon and 
Dorset; Phytophthora austrocedri attacks Juniper, which is already in trouble - need I go on?   
The Woodland Trust’s tree health specialist, Dr Matt Elliot blames globalisation. The ease with which we 
and plants travel the world provides a great opportunity for such diseases to hitch a ride. The Woodland 
Trust is launching a scheme to encourage nurseries to collect seed in the UK and bring the saplings on 
for replanting. They have also started a citizen science effort, Observatree, 
(observatree.org.uk/volunteers). At present they want to recruit 60 more volunteers around busy ports 
and tree-diseased areas in various parts of the country. They do recognise that this may be too much of 
a commitment and suggest that, alternatively, people can keep an eye out and report any trees they 
suspect are diseased to the Forestry Commission’s TreeAlert website (treealert.forestry.gov.uk).  
(Source: “Broadleaf” No 91, winter 2018 Woodland Trust)  
  
Something very charming  
Please see below a link to an iPlayer clip. Go to about six minutes in and see how a favourite garden bird 
copes with the chill of winter.  Your editor, in his Devon days, was fortunate enough to meet John 
Walters, something of a natural history polymath: field worker, photographer, artist and author, 
and someone only too happy to share his knowledge.  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b09pvvzn/hughs-wild-west-series-1-episode-3  
 
On a shore near you  
Some pictures taken by Graham White of waders seen on one day at Little Beach, 
Berwick: Graham says: We are so lucky to have all these ‘winter waders’ - migratory birds escaping the 
ice-locked lands of Iceland, Greenland, Svalbard and Franz Josef Land.  
They are very shy - in some cases - so the shots have to be taken at extreme range, hence the fuzziness 
factor.  
They will be with us for another few weeks before heading back to the far North to breed in March.  

 

Sanderling - our smallest ‘common’ wader 
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