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WILDLIFE REPORTS 

 
Weather 
Instead of March ‘coming in like a lion and going out like a lamb’, this month started with what the media described as ‘the 
beast from the east’.   
    
The first two days saw a driving, bitter sub-zero wind, carrying fine, dry powdered snow that gradually caused chaos for the 
transport network.    Drifts formed in the lanes and back roads and even the main A1 was closed for a 24 hour spell.  Rail did 
not escape either, as the main ECML was blocked for  
18 hours, with large drifts forming in the cuttings near Spittal and Scremerston. 
     
The next three days brought a gradual thaw, but still with intermittent snow showers.  On the 6

th
 the wind changed briefly to 

a southerly, bringing a wet day and some relief as the remains of storm ‘Emma’ passed through. 
      
The month then progressed in a 6/7 day pattern with weather fronts passing through on the 10

th
,16

th
, 23

rd
 & 27

th
,  with days 

of rain, interspersed by some quieter and sunnier, and a slow rise in temperature.    The warmest day was the 27
th

 when it 
rose to 12C (54F)  with cloudy conditions and a light southerly wind. Once cleared, the sun would return, but still that nagging 
cold wind would keep things cool, often bringing frost at night.  Yet another wet spell occurred on 30

th 
(Good Friday), with a 

mix of sleet, snow and rain, gradually clearing by the middle of the following day. 
      
The wettest days were on the 6

th
 (14mm., 0.55 inches) and a SE gale on 16

th
 (22mm. 0.85inches)   

which brought the month’s rainfall figures to  107mm., (4.5 inches),  a little above the average over the last decade. With 
cold conditions over the first three days of the month, temperatures rose slowly with frost occurring on 14 nights.  The 
coldest night was on the 1

st
, when it dropped to -5C (22F) and hovered around freezing point for the next two days. 

        
Whatever else was to be said about March, it was cold and certainly eventful. 

 
Birds         
This month has not been normal for March as the snowy, Arctic conditions during the first week brought birds looking for 
shelter, food and water.  The first few days of snow cover saw a large movement of Fieldfares into local gardens and my 
personal reaction was to buy some cheap ‘sell by date’ apples from the local supermarket to put out for the thrushes. As a 
result 14 birds regularly visited gardens in Cornwall Avenue for 4 days up to the thaw.  They appeared in gardens throughout 
Berwick and Tweedmouth with numbers from two to ten. All the other thrushes increased in local gardens except for 
Redwings.   In the countryside, numbers of Pink footed Geese built up as the weather ‘stalled’ their movement north.  An 
influx of Wigeon, Common Snipe, waders and some finches was also noted. 
Sadly the stormy, cold sea conditions brought a small ‘wreck’ of birds along the coast. (See end of report.).  
A flock of 350 Pink footed Geese were in fields at Ladythorne, Cheswick(7

th
) with 110 Common Scoter on the sea off Saltpan 

rocks, Cocklawburn. A flock of 6 Twite were feeding on the shoreline at the Black Rocks, Cheswick, joining 18 Turnstones and 
26 Purple Sandpipers.   A group of 3 noisy Jays were at West Ord (11

th
) with large numbers of wildfowl on the flooded fields 

at Craggy Bog, Murton.  They included 160 Wigeon, 46 Teal, 38 Mallard and 140 Lapwing.   Nuthatches were noted calling at 
Chateaux Pedro and two at Ord Country Park.  A flock of 58 Wigeon were at Yarrow Slake and 6 Rock Pipits were on Sandstell 
Point, Spittal. The fields at Cocklawburn held 140 Greylag Geese, but Lapwing and Curlew had ‘moved on’. 

 
Six Tufted Ducks, all drakes were on Cocklawburn pond with 2 Common Snipe and 9 Redshank.  The Tweed Estuary WeBS 
count(16th)  recorded 62 Goldeneye, 143 Curlew and 173 Redshank.  A gale and high seas (18

th
) brought a Slavonian Grebe 

into the Estuary near the pier, along with 2 Shag, 22 Eider, 4 Red breasted Mergansers and 22 Common Gulls.   In contrast a 
fine, quiet day (20

th
) saw 3 Bullfinches feeding on Blackthorn blossom at the Goodie Patch, Tweedmouth and a pair of Siskin 

visiting feeders in Cornwall Avenue, with Mistle Thrush, Song Thrush and Blackbird in song. .  Pairs of Shelduck appeared at 
Middle Ord pond(25

th
) and West Ord, with 26 Goldeneye at Yarrow Slake and a pair of Ravens with ‘croaking’, display flight, 

flying north over East Ord. 
       



 

 
 
Pink footed Geese were on the move (26

th
),  with several large skeins flying north  recorded at Murton, Scremerston, 

Cheswick and over Berwick.  They were also in fields, with 82 ( with Greylag) at Cocklawburn, 70 near Cheswick village and 
130 on Billylaw, Ord Moor. A flock of 48 Whooper Swans resting on the sea, well offshore at Cheswick was a little unusual.  
There were still 76 Greylag and 82 Pinkfeet on the ground at Cocklawburn (29

th
), with another winter visitor, a fine Short 

eared Owl.    
Let;s hope we will see the first spring migrants arriving in the weeks to come. 

 
North East Coast.   Beached Bird Report. 
This survey is organised by the University of Newcastle at the Dove Marine Laboratory, North Shields. They produce an 
Annual Report on the State of The North Sea.  The coordinator of the NEBBS Group is Mr Dan M Turner. 
Poor weather conditions occurred from the 27

th
 February to March 16

th
 and local volunteers were asked to repeat-check 

along the shore line between March 1
st

 and 20
th

, recording and detailing specimens found. 
            
Total seabirds numbers picked up on the North East coastline for the period were: 
   Guillemot  221;    Razorbill  26;   Puffin  21;   Fulmar  9;   Kittiwake  20  and a single Little Auk 

 
Our local coastline from Cheswick Shiel to Needles Eye recovered: 
   Guillemot  14;   Razorbill  2;   Puffin  2;   Kittiwake  1;   Fulmar  1;   Shag  1;   Mute Swan  1; 
   Song Thrush  2;   Redwing  1.  Amongst the other debris were many Cuttlefish shells. 
                                                                                                       (MHu)    
  
Mammals 
Unsurprisingly, the only record this month was  of a Pipestrelle Bat flying around the roof of the Rowing Club 
Boathouse(24

th
) on New Road at 1.30 p.m. on a mild sunny afternoon!  

 
Insects 
A number of Bumble Bees have been seen during the final week of the month, but a surprise find by John Inglis was of a 
Speckled Wood on the wing (24

th
) at the entrance to Mill Farm.  This is significant, as it will be a newly ‘hatched’ from a 

chrysalis since this species does not over-winter in butterfly form. 

 
                                                          
As it is still proving difficult to post records quickly, and sightings are down, Malcolm suggests that members wishing to add 
their records should, as a temporary measure, send them directly to him by the 30

th
 of each month, at 

m.hutcheson08@btinternet.com 
 
Attention botanists - 21st Century Northumbria Herbal 
Rose Kay recently wrote: 
 
Yesterday I attended a half-day workshop in Newcastle organised by the U3A as part of their Active Learning Project. 
There were about 20 people there from all over Northumbria including Tyneside,  Sunderland, Durham, Hexham, 
Corbridge, Chester-le-Street, Alnwick, Morpeth etc  and I was the only person from Berwick! 
If you are interested I can forward a copy of the aims of the project and the work done so far as a database.  The column 
termed Podlech refers to a book by Dieter  Podlech called "Herbs and Healing Plants" 
 
I made a tentative suggestion that the BWG might want to get involved especially as (some of us) have identification skills. 
I think the emphasis is going to be identification linked to habitat with a new book or a laminated folding brochure to be 
written eventually.   One group is committed to growing herbs at a community allotment using volunteers.  A  regular 
newsletter to U3A members might be sent by email too. Our attention was drawn to a Physic Garden near Corbridge 
called Dilston and the William Turner Garden at  Morpeth.  
The lady who is coordinating information for the newsletter has the following email address: annelarvin@gmail.com and 
the chap who did the database is Ron Burn: burnron@gmail.com. 
 
Rose has sent a sheet with more information on Background, Aims and Objectives, etc. along with some sheets giving details 
of flowering period, parts used medicinally, and when harvested.  Please email the above address if you would like a scanned 
copy. 
 
 
 



 

Special mention for Malcoim 
At the risk of embarrassing him, we should note that some of Malcolm Hutcheson's work has been officially recognised.  A 
book by the Head of Gardens for the National Trust contains a chapter dedicated to the work he did as head gardener at 
Sizerg Castle, Cumbria.   (John Sales: Shades of Green, published by Unicorn) 
 

 
Photo Gallery 
 
Some seasonal shots; 
 
Cheviot goat kids, by Gordon Porteous - he saw nine - plus a Common Scoter making its way to the sea from under the Old 
Bridge 
A casualty of the recent "Beast" at Spittal, by Malcolm Hutcheson: note the small size of the bill, out of the breeding season 
An example of the glory of breeding plumage in garden birds, by Graham White 
Brown hare, from Ann Spowart-Taylor's garden in Foulden 
Red-breasted merganser, looking typically rakish, by Trixie Collin 
 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 



 



 

 
 
 
    

 
                                                             

 
 
 
 
             
                        
  

 
 
 


