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Monthly Review.      June 2020   
From a ‘slightly less shielding’ Chairman! 

Being in Scotland I live under slightly different rules to those of you on the other side of the 
Border!  That hasn’t stopped me from getting out a little and getting some really good trail 
camera footage of otters on the Whitadder and badgers at a set near by.  Stills from the videos 
below.   
On one outing I was very pleased to see the flash of a kingfisher as it hurried downstream, my 
first sighting this year.  Since then I have heard from locals that they think they are nesting near 
the ford, great news if that is the case.  The sand martins have successfully raised their first 
brood and are busy on the second.   
Our swifts have hatched 3 young and are kept very busy feeding three hungry mouths, great 
fun to watch on the camera.  Having obtained an ‘endoscope’ camera, we have investigated the 
other boxes and confirmed 2 other breeding pairs, the local sparrows have commandeered the 
other two boxes, as they are full of grass and other nest material.  Having found one sick and 
one dead green finch, sadly they seem to have been suffering from ‘finch disease’, so we have 
really thoroughly cleaned all our feeding places.  

The local Giant Hogweed has been treated by the ‘Tweed Forum’ and we are keeping an eye 
open for any missed plants.  

I was contacted by the RZSS (Royal Zoological Society of Scotland) publicising their online 
presence, with articles/videos on Scottish and international work. Link;  

https://www.rzss.org.uk/news/article/17317/rzssgoeswild-video-series/  worth a look!  

By the next newsletter we should be able to confirm our line up for a hopefully return to evening 
meetings.   
Keep safe and well! 

Simon 

WILDLIFE REPORTS.       

 Weather;           It has been a variable month, which started warm and sunny with the temperature 
reaching 24.5C (76F) on the 2nd.  It was tempered by sea ‘fret’ rolling in off the sea, late afternoon. 
     The following night brought some rain and a drop in temperature, setting the tone for the following 10 
days, with sunny spells and showers.  A spell of strong, near to gale force NW winds, between the 4th and 
the 7th brought an out of season sea bird movement over the North Sea as they re-adjusted back to there 
breeding areas.   The cool northwest wind brought the overnight temperature down to an unseasonal 6C 
(44F) on the 9th. 
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       Although it warmed up again to a June ‘normal’ by the 12th, it also brought a seven day spell of high 
cloud, brief sunny spells in the middle of the day, quickly sealed by a persistent sea fog and misty, damp 
conditions.  Relief came on the 20th with the return to a southwest wind and sunshine and showers. 
           The following six days saw a period of hot, sunny conditions with blue skies all day.  The 
temperature peaked at 27C (80F) on the 24th.  An unusual feature recorded, the air was much cleaner due 
to the Covid-19 lockdown and the fall of carbon omissions with less traffic on the roads and minimal 
airline travel.  With the bright sunlight came the highest ultra-violet rays level ever recorded. 
   The ‘heat wave’ broke down with some local thunder and heavy showers overnight on the 26th.  The 
weather turned fresher again from the 27th over the last days of the month, with overnight rain clearing 
during the day with sunny spells and a south west wind. 
          Rainfall was about average for June, mostly coming overnight, except for the 3rd, which brought a 
12 hour spell of rain and 13.5mm (half an inch).  The monthly total was; 55mm   (2.1 inches).  

Birds;   As we got back to a more normal daily routine, with Covid-19 lessening its grip, we could all get 
a bit more adventurous with the government easing travelling and where it was safe to visit.   Most people 
were still wary and social distancing was still a concern for keeping this epidemic ‘at bay’  
June is in the middle of the breeding season, so a 48 hour period of strong/gale force winds during the 
first week of the month displaced many breeding sea birds to the southern end of the North Sea. Thus we 
saw an unusually high movement off Berwick Pier on the 6th, with birds returning north up the coast to 
their usual feeding grounds.   Recorded totals for an hour’s sea watch noted; 1,700 Gannets flying north 
within an hour at high tide, along with 860 Kittiwakes, 500 Fulmars, 1,100 Guillemots with 3 Manx 
Shearwater and a Bonxie (Great Skua).  One normally sees figures like this in October, so it was a 
fascinating to see in the Summer. 

More usual fare saw a Whimbrel at Saltpan rocks, Cocklawburn (1st) with an immature drake 
Goldeneye still on the Cocklawburn pond, staying all month with 4 Tufted Duck. The pair of Greylag 
Geese and their 6 goslings were still doing well at Middle Ord pond (7th), with a party of 18 Goosander 
at West Ord.   Interestingly, they contained 3 ducks with 15 immatures, suggesting locally bred birds, as 
Goosander behave like Eiders with females linking together to protect their ducklings. 
Non breeding Oystercatchers started to return to the coast, with 22 birds at Saltpan rocks (11th) with a 
group of 12 drake Eiders.  A family of 4 Mistle Thrushes were feeding on the grass banks at Tesco’s, 
Tweedmouth (13th).  A pair of Tufted Duck were at West Ord (14th), with a flock of 16 Linnets.   
A moulting group of 35 Goosander were at New water Heugh, along with 2 Little Egrets. 

A family group of Stonechats were in the Cheswick dunes (18th) and on this calm summer’s day,  
family groups of feeding Guillemot were in Cocklawburn Bay with 56 birds seen on the calm sea, along 
with 4 Razorbills and 18 Puffin.    A flock of 16 Canada Geese flew north over Ord Moor (21st) and the 
Gull roost started to build again at West Ord with 180 Herring Gulls there.  Another party of 34 Canada 
Geese were in the Tweed Dock with 220 Mute Swans.  They shelter in this site at high tide to keep away 
from boating activities.   

A pair of Grey Partridge were seen near Scremerston Hall Farm (17th).  More non-breeding 
waders started to appear, with 18 Lapwing at New water Heugh (22nd) and 62 Oystercatcher on the 
Ladies Skerrs off the Coastwatch Station, Berwick. The same day saw 10 Shag and 6 Cormorant on the 
roost point in Meadow Haven.  A group of 8 Curlew were at Yarrow Slake (25th), with another 11 at 
Calot Shad.     

Two Ravens were noted flying north over Billylaw (28th) and family groups of 12 Guillemots 
were in Meadow Haven.  A record number of 212 migrant Canada Geese were in the estuary outside the 
Dock (29th).  Several groups of moulting Goosander were along the North shore areas (30th), including; 
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Little Beach (32), Fisherman’s Haven (82) and Dodd’s well (12), where the first post-breeding Common 
Gull was seen with 86 Black headed Gulls.   

Mammals;       Single  Brown Hares was at Cheswick, Cocklawburn dunes, Billylaw and West Ord, 
where a group of 3 leverets were seen in a fallow field (21st.)  A dog Fox was noted stalking the Greylag 
family at Middle Ord pond (21st) but was sent ‘packing’ by the gander.  

Insects;  A member sent a record of 2 Zebra Spiders and a Ruby tailed Wasp in her Spittal garden (6th). 
Butterflies; Most of the Spring butterflies are diminishing now with the summer migrants and second 
cycle of species coming into circulation. 
        Common Blue, Small Tortoiseshell and Red Admirals were seen regularly along the coast with the 
first Meadow Brown noted on Spittal Cliffs (21st) and Ringlet at Needles Eye (24th). Elsewhere several 
Speckled Wood were recorded with 4 at Yarrow Heugh (17th). The Large Skipper colony at Yarrow 
Heugh, near the ‘hide’, seem to be spreading out with a second group of five butterflies nectaring on 
Marsh Valerian further upstream near Ord Sewage Wks.  Good to record the first migrant Painted Ladies 
with one at Spittal Cliffs (17th) and another the following day at Needles Eye.  Numbers will obviously 
not match the spectacular numbers seen at this time last year.  

Other records 
   Cetaceans;      A pod of 8-10 Bottle nosed Dolphins were seen regularly throughout the month from the 
Pier south along Spittal Bay.  Again, my wife and I were lucky to record a pod of 12+ Common 
Dolphins off Cocklawburn Beach (26th) showing off there silvery white flank pattern as they leapt out of 
the water. 

  Thank you to all who have sent in records this month. Can members wishing to add there records to the 
newsletter, send them to sightings@berwickwildlifegroup.uk or directly to me by the 30th of each month 
at m.hutcheson08@btinternet.com    
       We need all your records please.  
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 !             
 Large Skipper, Yarrow Heugh, (MH) 
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!  
Northern Marsh orchid, with 5 spot Burnet moth, (MH) 
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!  
Peacock caterpillars, (MH) 

!  
Badgers at set near the Whitadder, (SW) 
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!  
Wriggling otter (you should see the video!) (SW) 

!  
A lot of scent marking going on. (SW)
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