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Monthly Review.    August  2021 
 
Chairman’s Piece. 
All the swifts departed a while ago and the swallows, house martins and sand martins have nearly all left 
for warmer climes, so summer is on the wane.   
The committee has sourced a new venue and have also had to change the monthly meeting day to avoid 
clashes and use available venue days.   
Venue:  The William Elder building, ‘conference room’, which we have used in the past.  
Day:  The 4th Thursday of the month.  7.15 for 7.30 start.   
Dates for 2021:   

• 23rd September, Provisional subject to speaker confirmation.  If NOT taking place we will 
post on Facebook and the website and notify via email.  

• Saturday 25th September (postponement day Sunday 26th).  A circular walk starting at the 
Cricket/Recreation ground car park up the hill above Pier House and Little Beach, Pier 
Road. If postponed or cancelled due to weather, information will be posted so please check on the 
Saturday before leaving.   

• 28th October, ‘All the nice ‘gulls’ love a sailor’.  Know your gulls and the results of the gull 
survey plus a brief AGM.  All existing committee members are continuing, but more volunteers 
are always welcome.   

• 25th November, Northumberland AONB.  
Membership:  

• No new membership fees will be due until the New Year.   
• Single adult annual membership staying at £10.   
• Couple/family £16.  
• No charge at meetings for members.   
• Visitor charge at meetings £2.  

 
Finally, not local but last week Penny and I briefly revisited part of ‘my patch’ that I worked on and 
managed for 28 years with the National Trust, the Derwent Valley in the Peak District.  So below a 
couple of pictures, the most interesting being that of more fruiting wild cranberry than I ever saw in my 
time there!   
 
Simon 
. 
  WILDLIFE REPORTS.       
 
 Weather;     August was a little disappointing as the thought of hot, sunny summer days did not 
materialise.  The month started quite unsettled, with warm conditions that regularly developed into heavy 
showers by the end of each day. Light winds from the south or southeast fell away by the 12th, when a 
passing low pressure zone saw the wind turn to the southwest and on to the northwest by the 14th.  It 
brought a week of cloudy overcast days with sunshine at a premium. 
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      Rain all day on the 21st, was the start of a large high pressure build up, which was to remain through 
to the end of the month.  As a result, fine dry days were on the west side of the UK, with the cool 
northerly wind bringing cloudy overcast conditions to us on the eastern side.  Some days saw sunny spells 
in the afternoon but the cloud or sea fret was a constant feature of the cool wind coming from the 
Norwegian Sea.  One exception was the 28th with the wind briefly from the north, which brought us a 
bright and sunny day, but no high temperatures. 
     Although the weather was not what was expected, there were no real surprises, with the warmest day 
on the 4th with a high of 24C (75F) and the coldest night occurring on the 28th with a low of 9C (48F), it 
all suggests we will get an even more variably September.  
         Rainfall figures for the month gave a total of 70mm (2.37 inches). 
      
Birds;         August is a month of migration, when our summer visitors slowly move away and the first 
arrival of winter waders and wildfowl appear by the end of the month. 
    Berwick’s population of Swifts have usually left by the 10th of the month, which was the case again 
this year.  The 9th saw a party of 32 over Spittal, where there were a few late nesting birds, but 5 flying 
south over Cocklawburn (14th), 2 over East Ord (15th) with House Martins and 4 still at Spittal (18th) 
were the last. 
 A Common Sandpiper and 2 Green Sandpipers were on Middle Ord pond (8th) with 5 Little Egrets 
seen at West Ord. A Short eared Owl was seen hunting in the dunes at Cheswick (9th) 
    An Immature Cuckoo was noted flying strongly down the estuary at Yarrow Slake (12th). This was the 
same day as a juvenile Cuckoo was released at East Ord after being in care at the Swan Centre for a 
number of weeks.  If it was the same bird, it was making good progress southwards. 
   A party of 15 Ringed Plover were with 4 Turnstone and a Purple Sandpiper at Cocklawburn (13th).   
An evening gathering of 32 House Martins were over East Ord(14th).  
   An unusual gathering of large numbers of wildfowl at high tide on Yarrow Slake (16th) included 358 
Greylag Geese with 87 Canada Geese,  56 Mute Swans, 9 Cormorants, 14 Grey Herons, 420 
Lapwing, 125 Curlew, 3 Black tailed Godwits, 242 Redshanks an 88 Black headed Gulls with 16 
Common Gulls.   The pressure of all these geese was pushing a number of waders off there usually safe 
high tide roost.  Oddly, within two days most of the birds had moved on, but it was the highest count of 
Greylag on the estuary, which makes one ask where did they all come from?     . 
      At Saltpan rocks, Cocklawburn (20th) were 18 Eider, 26 Common Scoter, 6 Guillemot and 2 
Razorbills, at the same time at Chateaux Pedro on the estuary was a calling Nuthatch. A group of 46 
Sandwich Terns were in the gull roost at Calot Shad (22nd) with 110 Kittiwakes, while upstream at West 
Ord were 2 Geenshanks, 2 Little Egrets and a group of 10 Goldfinches. 
At Cocklawburn (23rd) returning waders included 14 Ringed Plover, 12 Dunlin and 2 Whimbrel. Also 
there, feeding on Meadowsweet seed, were 86 Golfinches and 32 Linnets.  At Saltpan rocks (26th) a large 
group of 88 moulting Eiders, and 46 Common Scoters, with 26 roosting Sandwich Terns.  The strong 
north wind promoted a large movement of seabirds with Gannets moving in both directions. Some 
1,440/hour north were close to the shore and 2,800/hour south, were well out.  Sudden storms send the 
seabirds around the North Sea in circles looking for quieter waters to feed in.  A Great Skua was noted 
in Spittal Bay.  Sheltering in the estuary at Calot Shad were 380 Mute Swans and 148 Goosanders.  
       A member’s visit to Yarrow Slake (27th) found a Little Stint with all the waders. This tiny wader is 
only the size of a Wagtail, but has the unusual habit of migrating through Europe to/from their Arctic 
breeding grounds leaving the juveniles only to migrate south via the UK. He also recorded 10 Little 
Egrets on site, the highest total seen in our area so far.    
    A group of 12 Wigeon were at New water Heugh(29th) along with a Greenshank and 2 Black tailed 
Godwits. Finally, another Bonxie was seen ‘shadowing’ a group of 15 Gannets flying north past the Pier 
(31st).    
    
Mammals;        I was surprised to see a Fox cross the road at midday (17th) from Shielfield Football 
ground into the shrubberies at the edge of Prior Park.  Seems we too have urban foxes!  
    There has been a lot of publicity about Badgers disturbing graves at the Tweedmouth Cemetery.  They 
can be a real nuisance in this situation.    I had a similar problem 20 or so years ago, in the Rock Garden 
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of the National Trust property I worked at, when an old dog badger decided to make its home in a large 
drainage pipe and use the Rock Garden as a latrine!  The local chemist gave me a bottle of his ‘Dog Oil’, 
a smelly concoction he made, like toilet cleaner, to deter dogs where they were not wanted. With the 
county Wildlife Officer, we watched and waited in the evening, until it left and placed the ‘oil’ on a rag 
just in the entrance to the drainage pipe. When it returned, it squealed and ran around a bit, never to 
return.     Job done!!  
    Sightings of Brown Hares are more numerous with the bringing in of the harvest, with single hares 
noted at West Ord, Billylaw, Ord Sewage works, Needles Eye, Gainslaw, Murton,  Scremerston and 
Cocklawburn.  
 
Insects;       
           Butterflies:   Our butterfly numbers seem to have been very varied. The ‘whites’ have be well 
represented and on the sunny days often seen moving northwards.  The ‘browns’ have shown well too, 
with Meadow Brown being very good.  I noted 217 in the Cheswick Shiel tetrad (4th). The Wall could be 
seen in double figures in some areas.  It was good to note a few Small Copper on my week of the 
Cocklawburn ‘tetrad’ count (25th) although the Small Heath were not numerous in the dunes this year.         
    Like other naturalists we are concerned about the lack of ‘vanesids’ and as mentioned last month only 
the Peacock and Red Admiral are now showing in small numbers.  Small Tortoiseshell are a bit 
stronger, but I have only noted two Painted Ladies so far this year, at Berrington (2nd) and on the 
buddleja in my garden in Hiveacres (16th).   
    However, particularly pleasing was to record two Dark green Fritillaries at Needles Eye (2nd) with 
singles at Cheswick Shiel and Goswick (4th).   This is the first time I’ve recorded them north of the Holy 
Island stronghold since 2006, when they were seen north of the Border along the Berwickshire coast. 
   Our daytime flying moths have been seen on the mild days early in the month. Silver ‘Y’s are not too 
well represented this year, but a members sighting of a Garden Tiger at Needles Eye was a good find 
 
Thank you to all who have sent in records this month. Can members wishing to add there records to the 
newsletter, send them to sightings@berwickwildlifegroup.uk  or directly to me by the 30th of each month 
at m.hutcheson08@btinternet.com                                            
We need all your records please.  
 
All images Simon Wright 
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