
 1 

 
 

Berwick Wildlife Group   
   
www.berwickwildlifegroup.uk 
 
Facebook; Berwick Wildlife Group 

 
Monthly Review.           October 2021 
 
Chair’s Piece 
How good it was to meet in person after so long on Zoom etc!   
Our first meeting since 2019 was at our new venue, the William Elder Building and on a different day of 
the week, (forced on us by the URC closing and room availability).   
We had an entertaining evening, centred on Gulls, with input from Malcolm and Maurice and it included 
some wide ranging discussion around the issues with gulls in Berwick.  I hope those who attended left 
with a better knowledge of this wide-ranging group of species.  We followed with a short AGM, we are 
looking for more committee members especially if you have a particular expertise!     
Our next meeting is on Thursday the 25th November and we have a speaker from the Northumberland 
Coast AONB Partnership.   Designated in 1958, it covers an area of 138 sq. km, along 64 km of the 
coastline between Berwick-upon-Tweed and the Coquet Estuary, so we should be in for an interesting 
meeting.  I hope to see you all there.   
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We have recently had information about Space for Shorebirds, which is the name for the Northumberland 
County Council Coastal Mitigation Service, funded by house builder and tourism developer contributions 
through the planning system.   
Space for Shorebirds is unlike any other project in the county, as it is responsible for conserving 
shorebirds along the whole of the coastline from Seaton Sluice to Berwick upon Tweed. It’s main 
objective is to reduce the impact of recreation upon our nationally and internationally important bird 
populations. It also has a vital role in conserving the beautiful flower rich dune systems and grasslands 
that we are so lucky to have here on the Northumberland coast.  They are trying to address many of the 
problems affecting our shorebirds, including uncontrolled dogs, which we discussed in relation to Little 
Beach at the meeting. Further information on the link below 
www.spaceforshorebirds.co.uk 
 
WILDLIFE REPORTS.       
 
Weather;     October’s weather has been controlled by the Jetstream in the upper atmosphere, as on two 
occasions it formed a loop in the Atlantic just off the UK, with a low pressure zone in its centre.   This 
has brought us unusually warm and damp conditions, twice with winds originating in the Tropics.   

The first week was of sunshine and showers with a night of rain on the 3rd.  By the 7th, a storm 
named ‘Sam’ by the French Met Office brought these warm southerly winds to us.  A max. of  20C (68F) 
was recorded on the period over 7th/8th, a good eight degrees above the October average.    

The next ten days were low on sunshine with overcast skies and very light winds from the NW.  
Each day cleared overnight dropping the temperature. The coldest night came on the 16th, with a low of 
2.5C (36F), which was the coldest night of the month.  In the past, October has recorded many frosts and 
in some years early snowfall!!     

The next five days saw the wind swing to the south again, bringing the tropical air back around 
the kink in the jetstream.  The warm days reached 19C (68F) on the 27th with the low pressure anchored 
across North Wales, Cumbria and Southern Scotland.  It brought persistent heavy rain to these areas and 
some flooding in the Lake District and around Dumfries and the Border towns.  Once again Berwick 
missed the worst conditions with a spell of rain on and overnight on the 28th. This is the advantage of 
being on the eastern flank of the Northern Pennines with less intense conditions.  After a few quiet 
overcast days, another 6 hour spell of heavy rain on the last day of the month (31st) with gusty winds from 
the south adding another 12.5mm (0.5 inches) to the months total.  By dusk clearing skies signalled a cold 
night. 
  
Total rainfall figures for the months were 106.5mm (4.2 inches) making it the wettest October this 
decade.  It was a very mild month with no frost recorded. 
 
Birds;        The month has seen a slow influx of winter visitors probably due to the mild conditions.  The 
notable visitors have been the large numbers of Pink footed Geese in our area.  Several favourable days 
have recorded numbers coming in off the sea from Northern Europe, making for large skeins moving each 
day locally between the fields in the Borders and the main roost sites around Lindisfarne and Budle Bay.   

Migrants on the move recorded 3 Common Sandpiper, 5 Greenshanks with 32 Redshanks at 
West Ord (1st) and 4 Swallows flying south over Hiveacres.  A Spotted Redshank was on Yarrow Slake 
(2nd) with 2 Common Snipe and a Greenshank.  The first three Bar tailed Godwits appeared on Little 
Beach (3rd) with a female Blackcap, 16 Linnets and 23 Tree Sparrows seen in the trees around Pier 
Cottage.  A large group of 12 Blackbirds were seen in Flagstaff Park, with several continental migrants 
amongst them.  A flock of 34 Twite were seen in the stubble fields on Billylaw, Ord Moor (4th) with a 
pair of Tufted Duck and 6 Teal at West Ord.   

A stormy day at Spittal Bay (5th), recorded a strong passage movement of 2,860 Gannets an 
hour, heading north against a gale force wind.  With them were 2 Great Skuas.  The conditions brought 
48 Oystercatchers on to Sandstell Point for shelter at high tide.  Still there, were 48 Guillemots and 60 
Razorbills, sheltering in Tweed Dock following last month’s high figures, with 146 Cormorant and 8 
Guillemots on Calot Shad with another 48 Oystercatchers sheltering on the Golf Course.  18 Skylark 
were in a field at Middle Ord (7th) with 5 Goldeneye on the Tweed at West Ord.  The Tweed Estuary 
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WeBS count (8th) recorded 2 Ruff.  Three Whooper Swans were seen over Longlands School (10th).     
At Cocklawburn (11th) were 60 Golden Plover and 103 Common Scoter off Saltpan rocks.   

With the recent placing of six high tension cables across the Tweed at New water Heugh, the 
possible disturbance of the gull roost thankfully did not occur.  A count there noted 420 Herring Gulls, 2 
Lesser B-b Gulls, 4 Great B-b Gulls, 168 Black headed Gulls and 120 Common Gulls.  The lack of 
waders was notable.   A flock of 7 Velvet Scoters were seen heading north past Sharper’s Head (12th). 
The next day saw a huge movement of Pink footed Geese with many skeins passing over our area through 
the morning. 

A Grey Plover and a Common Snipe were seen at Cocklawburn (13th)  with 3 Goldeneye, 2 
Tufted Duck and 3 Teal on the pond there.  Off Cheswick Black rocks were 24 Eider and 4 Red 
Throated Divers. Later that day 36 Shag and 9 Cormorant were on the roost in Meadow Haven with 4 
Red throated Divers, 2 Guillemots, a Razorbill and 14 Teal on the sea.  A calmer day (14th) saw 3 Black 
throated Divers on Spittal Bay along with 12 Red throated Divers, 24 Guillemots.  4 Razorbills where 
there earlier in the day and 4 Teal were also on the sea.  Also feeding close to the shore were c.15 
Gannets.  A roost of 62 Redshank were at the foot of the Walls at Wellington Terrace (15th) with 84 
Cormorant on the outflow on Calot Shad.  At Yarrow Slake (16th) were a flock of 172 Canada Geese, 
while the following day a fine male Peregrine flew south over Murton Craggs.  This day numbers of Teal 
were seen with 14 on Middle Ord pond, 32 at West Ord and 6 at New water Heugh.   

A good group of c.35 Purple Sandpipers were at Dodds Well (19th) along with 25 Turnstone. 
Wader numbers were also high at Cocklawburn (20th) with 320 Lapwing, 122 Curlew, and a flock of 26 
Linnets.  At Saltpan rocks a Great crested Grebe appeared with 260 Common Scoter, 86 Guillemots 
and 6 Red throated Divers.   

Another day (22nd) with very large numbers of Pink footed Geese coming in off the coast with    
2-3,000 seen over the morning many, flying at a high altitude.   A flock of 18 Golden Plover was on 
Billylaw with a flock of 12 Yellowhammers.  One of our members noted a Jay, some Redwing and 2 
Bullfinch on a walk down Askews Walk.  A female Blackcap was a garden visitor for me in Cornwall 
Ave (24th).  A Red throated Diver could be seen from Berwick Old Bridge (26th) along with 5 Shag and a 
Guillemot. 

At Billylaw (31st) a flock of 24 Golden Plover in the stubble field, with another c.80 overflying to 
the south, attracted down briefly by the calls of the birds on the ground.  A good late find were a female 
Scaup and a female Long tailed Duck with a group of Goldeneye, near Berwick Old Bridge on the 
floodwater.   
Mammals;         Two Otters were in the Tweed near West Ord (24th). 
Insects;      Butterflies:    Numbers fell away in the first week with the damp cloudy condition and lack of 
sunny day with last sightings here in Hiveacres being Large White (1st), Small White(3rd), Peacock (15th) 
Small Tortoiseshell(24h) and Red Admiral (2) 26th.  A small movement of Silver Y moths occurred 
during the first week of the month.   
 
Thank you to all who have sent in records this month. Can members wishing to add there records to the 
newsletter, send them to sightings@berwickwildlifegroup.uk   or directly to me by the 30th of each month 
at m.hutcheson08@btinternet.com                                            
We need all your records please.  
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