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Chairman’s piece 

Apologies for the delay in circulation, a combination of family pressures and Malcolm being in a 
transition between computers!   

Now we are ‘officially’ in spring, wildlife is starting to get more active.   I have just returned from 
a frosty early morning walk at Blue Stones Ford on the Whitadder.  In the early sunshine many birds were 
calling and feeding in the still bare trees; treecreeper, long-tailed tit, blue tit, great tit, wren, siskin and 
yellow hammer were also heard calling.  The usual flighty and noisy mallard disturbed anything of 
interest on the river, apart from a brief sighting of a pair of grey wagtail.   

It was so disappointing to have to have to cancel last month’s talk, due to our speaker being 
unwell, we wish him a speedy recovery.  I was personally really looking forward to it.  We will rearrange 
for early in the autumn or for when Martin is available.   

Our next talk is on the 24th March and is from ‘Flexigraze’ who manage conservation grazing on 
several wildlife reserves and sites, utilising cattle and sheep to encourage the desired habitats.  Usual time 
and place!  

Finally please see Malcolm’s request for help with our Rookery survey.  Documents attached to 
this email.  
 
WILDLIFE REPORTS.       
 
Weather;      
The weather this month, as with the rest of the winter so far, is still unpredictable. 
Although temperatures were milder than usual for February, the second part of the month brought a 
continual spell of strong winds and named storms in quick succession.   

The first weeks were fairly settled with sunny spells, wintery showers and a cold NW wind.  By 
the 8th, an area of high pressure dominated the weather, bringing frosts at night which fell to a low of -
4.5C (24F) on the 11th.   Milder air swept in on the 13th, with a SW wind and a full day of rain and a warm 
temperature of 11C (52F).  The next two days saw the variable wind freshen into a gale and named storm 
‘Dudley’ over the 16th.  The temperature again rose to 24F and within two days the second named storm 
‘Eunice’ reached us.  This storm brought a cold front, with its change to northwest winds and wintery 
showers.  Over the next three days they consisted of rain, sleet and snow.  Four days later a third storm 
‘Franklin’ passed down the western side if the UK but strong gale-force winds again affected us over the 
22nd.  The cold NW wind returned on the 23rd with the temperature dropping during daylight hours and a 
return to sunshine and the odd snow flurry.  A bright sunny start on the 24th brought a large clear double 
rainbow and the oncoming spells of showers.  Conditions settled down over the final three days of the 
month, with sunny spells and a light southwest wind.  The final day, the 28th, saw overcast conditions 
with the warmest day so far at 12C (54F).   

Overall, it has been a mild month with most of the rain coming overnight during the middle of the 
month.  
Final rainfall figures are: 66mm. (2.6 inches) around the February average over the last decade.   
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Birds;          
With the natural world being dominated by the weather, the series of storms during the month has held 
many of our birds down in their local areas.  Generally mild conditions have not encouraged many of the 
usual winter movements we normally see in a hard winter.   

The coastal fields at Cocklawburn have been a ‘green’ attraction to foraging waders with, on the 
1st, 86 Lapwing, 78 Golden Plover, 40 Curlew and 10 Greylag Geese there.  On the shore at Little 
Beach (2nd) were 42 Dunlin with 6 Ringed Plover and 7 Bar-tailed Godwit.  Two Shag were off 
Berwick pier.   
A Little Grebe was seen from the Berwick Old Bridge (4th) with 12 Goldeneye. 

Further upstream at West Ord (6th), were a pair of Whooper Swans, which stayed around there all 
month.  Also there were 6 Goldeneye, 8 Redshank and 44 Oystercatchers.  Inland at Loanend were 10 
Mute Swans feeding in a kale field and 22 Lapwing.  Near Murton on Craggy Bog were 15 Greylag 
Geese, a pair of Goldeneye and three Coots were seen on Oxford pits.   

Pink footed Geese started moving north, with 56 over Tweedmouth (8th), 10 over Cheswick 
(15th), 36 over Meadow Haven (16th) and c.80 over Est Ord (24th) with a further 135 over there on the 
26th.   

 
The Goldfinch flock visiting local feeders in Hiveacres (8th) reached 16.  Most local feeders held 

various Tit species over the month with a party of 8 Long-tailed Tits roaming around Tweedmouth/West 
End area over the month.  They also attracted Sparrowhawks with females seen at Ord Country Park, 
Tweedmouth, Castle Hills, and Highcliffe areas.   

Wader numbers at Cocklawburn (8th) had noticeably increased with 146 Lapwing, 258 Golden 
Plover, 136 Curlew 33 Oystercatcher, 176 Greylag Geese with 5 Canada Geese in the fields.  At the 
pond were 2 Common Snipe and a duck Red breasted Merganser.  A second flock of 148 Golden 
Plover were in the kale field by Scremerston station level crossing.   Back at home, I was notified by the 
County Bird Recorder that the rare Black Scoter was seen from Berwick pier in the morning.  This 
American vagrant duck has appeared with the local Common Scoter flock between Cocklawburn and 
Goswick for the past four years.   

At West Ord (9th) were a flock of 14 Teal, 28 Mallard and a pair of Greylag Geese.  The gull 
roost here held 210 Herring Gulls and 86 Black headed Gulls.  A family of 5 Whooper Swans were at 
Low Cocklaw with 12 Mute Swans in a kale field.   

With a stormy sea at Spittal Bay (12th), birds recorded were a Slavonian Grebe, 12 Eider and a 
pair of Goldeneye.  On Middle Ord pond (13th), were 4 Wigeon and a duck Tufted Duck.  A group of 8 
Turnstone were on Calot Shad.  Gale force wind on the 15th brought 16 Sanderling to Cheswick Black 
rocks, while in Spittal Bay a seabird movement saw 8 Gannets flying south with 6 Fulmars and 4 
Guillemots, all single birds flying north.  On the sea were 3 Red throated Divers with 14 Eider. 

Early morning at Hiveacres (18th), saw a high flying skein of 62 Greylag Geese moving north, at 
the same time as a male Nuthatch was calling from Ord Country Park.   

Numbers of Teal at Middle Ord pond (20th) reached 68, with 24 Mute Swan in the kale at 
Loanend. 
A flock of 24 Goldeneye were on the Tweed at Yarrow Slake (22nd) with a Great spotted Woodpecker 
heard drumming in the trees at Castle Hills.   
The end of the month saw wader numbers fluctuate as movement back north started.  

At Cocklawburn (25th) were 16 Sanderling, 8 Dunlin, 52 Oystercatcher and 136 Curlew.  At 
Cheswick Black rocks were18 Purple Sandpipers and 6 Turnstone and on Saltpan rocks were 22 
Oystercatcher and 12 Turnstone.   Four Greylag Geese and a single Canada Goose were at Middle Ord 
pond (27th) with 4 Canada Geese and 12 Curlew at West Ord.  A pair of Grey Partridge were seen at 
Loanend.   
 
Mammals;       
A group of 3 Roe Deer were seen at Lamberton (3rd) with a large group of 12 crossing the lane at 
Loanend (6th) two stags amongst them.  Records of Brown Hare include 2 in a garden at Lamberton 
(2nd), a single in Cocklawburn dunes (8th) and four together in a field at Middle Ord (27th).   
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An interesting footnote was the sighting of a fine Vixen in the centre of The Royal Botanic Gardens, 
Edinburgh (7th).  A fine piece of nature in the city! 
 
Insects;     
The warm days at the end of the month, enticed a few fly and midge species out with the first bees to 
appear.  Early Bumble Bee (Bombus pratorum) came out amongst the Crocus in my garden in Cornwall 
Avenue on the 22nd and 26th.  Signs of spring!! 
 
Other records;              
We are doing our three-year Rookery survey this spring that was postponed last year due to Covid.  I 
will have a list of the sites we covered in 2018 and would like to have a few volunteers to count sites of 
there choosing.  The dates are 5th March to 8th April before the foliage appears.       
            
Thank you to all who have sent in records this month. Can members wishing to add their records to the 
newsletter, send them to sightings@berwickwildlifegroup.uk  or directly to me by the 30th of each month 
at m.hutcheson08@btinternet.com                                            
We need all your records please.  
 

 
A wonderful image from last week, when local photographer Mark Kinghorn, had a chance 
encounter with this beautiful otter down at the Whitadder, whilst waiting for our local kingfisher 
to turn up!   


