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Monthly Review. March 2022.
Chairman’s Piece
So that was spring, winter has returned. It doesn’t seem to have deterred our local wildlife though;
chiffchaffs are very evident, greater spotted woodpeckers are ‘knocking’, mute swans are thinking about
nesting, three kingfishers were sparring over territory on the Whitadder and I have seen signs of nesting
dippers. The ‘few flowered leak’ is growing apace and started flowering and there are many signs of
trees and shrubs coming to life. The rooks are certainly active and I have seen many groups of roe deer
grazing on the local fields. Worryingly my trail camera has picked up a mink again. At another, the big
badger sett it recorded much activity, with several young (possibly 5) being carried by the scruff of the
neck to a different part of the complex! A very poor screen shot from the video attached.

We had a very interesting evening last month with Stephen Comber from Flexigraze, that generated many
questions and comments from those present.
Next on the 18th April we have Gordon Port from the School of Natural and Environmental Sciences,
Newcastle University
“Everything you wanted to know about slugs and snails but were afraid to ask”.

Keep up to date with other events and links via the web page and Facebook.
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WILDLIFE REPORTS.

Weather;
The weather this month will be remembered for the sunny days and above average temperatures

during the final week. It has been a dry month throughout, with only one day (4th) of rain. With the
clearer days came the threat of frost. Twelve nights the temperature fell to freezing point and below. The
coldest night (7th) the temperature fell to -4C (25F).

After days of sunshine and showers over the first three days of the month, the next ten days were
dry with sunshine, often reduced by a veil of thin high cloud. The light wind from the southeast kept
temperatures around average for March. Mid-month came with cloudier skies often starting damp and
with spells of drizzle at dawn but generally clearing through the day bringing the threat of frost at night.

The temperature slowly rose each day from the 18th, with the building up of a large zone of high
pressure over the UK. The pressure rose to an unusually high 1045 millibars. It turned the wind direction
to the south with warm air coming up from the Azores. A period of ten warm days followed with the
high of 17C (62F) being reached on the 24th. The minimum temperature of 9C (48F) overnight on the
12th must have been a record for March.

As the air pressure decreased, sea mist rolled in daily off the North Sea from the 27th and with it a
decline in daily temperatures to a more normal figure by the end of the month. A bracing northeast wind
saw the change to colder conditions again ending the day with the sea fret rolling in. A cold front moved
to the south by the morning and with it an icy Arctic blast with the cold north wind. It was much clearer,
but we were in a rotation of sunny spells and wintery showers of hail, sleet and snow, giving a dusting at
dawn in some places on the 31st. to end the month.
It’s a bit ironic that we seem to be getting more wintery conditions at Easter than Christmas over the last
ten years or so. Global warming?

The rainfall total for the month was 36 mm (1.4 inches) with a total of ten overnight frosts
recorded, accompanied with light winds all month made it a memorable month.

Birds;
March often is the start of migration in birds, both with winter visitors leaving us and the very first

arrivals of summer visitors, usually during the last week. There were no winter storms during the month
so movement of birds went mostly un-noticed at dawn or at higher altitudes in daylight hours.

The first day of the month saw a Slavonian Grebe in Spittal Bay with 14 Eider and 3 Red
throated Divers. 12 Yellowhammers were together at Middle Ord farm (2nd) with a gathering of 76
Oystercatchers on the riverbank at West Ord and a further 18 on the grass bank on Dock Road,
Tweedmouth. A flock of 14 Goldeneye could be seen from Berwick Old Bridge (5th) with two fine drake
Goosanders.

A party of 36 Fieldfares were seen early morning at Billylaw, Ord Moor (6th) along with 6+
Yellowhammers. The Middle Ord pond held a pair of Wigeon and 4 Teal, while at West Ord there was
still a pair of Whooper Swans with a party of 32 Curlew in the newly sown field there. The ‘Whoopers’
were still present at West Ord (9th), with 7 Canada Geese, 6 Teal and 7 Goosanders. A flock of 62
Greylag Geese had gathered on the marshy ground of Craggy Bog, Murton with a further 36 at Allerdean
Mill.

At Cocklawburn (10th), were a pair of Stonechats, while on the beach were 64 Sanderling, 5
Purple Sandpipers and 8 Turnstones. On the fields were 56 Curlew, 42 Oystercatchers and 8 Greylag
Geese.

A group of 4 Buzzards were soaring over Murton Craggs (13th) with pairs of Coot, Moorhen and
Little Grebe seen on Middle Ord pond. A gathering of migrant winter thrushes on the railway bank at
West Ord included 28 Redwing and 42 Fieldfare. At Pier House (14th.), were a flock of 6 Linnets.
The feeder in my garden (Cornwall Ave) (15th.) hosted 12 Goldfinches and a female Siskin. A visit to
Yarrow Slake (16th.) found 42 Goldeneye with a further 26 near the Berwick Old Bridge. A group of 24
Guillemots had gathered off Saltpan rocks, Cocklawburn (18th) with 3 Red throated Divers.
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A Chiffchaff was in full song at Clayholes Shiel, East Ord (20th) with 12 Goldeneye on the Tweed
there. A pair of Little Grebe were on Middle Ord pond and a large flock of c.260 Wood Pigeons were
on a newly sown grain field at Gainslaw House. Six Common Scoter were in Spittal Bay with 3 Red
throated Divers while at Yarrow Slake a flock of 52 Wigeon had gathered. A pair of Stock Doves were
seen at Middle Ord (22nd) with 4 Greylag Geese at West Ord. A Pair of Grey Partridge were at Murton
Craggs, while on the coast at the Coastwatch Stn, a group of 4 Goldfinch were with a pair of Stonechat.

The mild days saw bird movement start with 52 Sanderling at Cocklawburn Beach (23rd) with 8
Ringed Plover and 4 Tufted Duck on the pond there. A migrant group of 12 Curlew rested at Saltpan
rocks. Late in the day, 2 Sand Martins were seen over the Tweed at Clayholes Shiel. By the 25th,
Chiffchaff were heard calling at Oxford pits, Berrington, Horncliffe and Castle Hills. A Stonechat was
seen near the Jingling Bridge, north of town.

The mild days came to a halt suddenly on the 29th, with an Arctic blast from the north stopping all
bird passage. A drake Shelduck was noted flying south over Spittal Bay (30th) where there were 5
Guillemots and 2 Razorbills on the sea. One brave member braved the cold blast for a walk down the
Pier and was rewarded with the sight of 24 Purple Sandpiper on the pier, sheltering from the wind. The
joys of birdwatching!! The final day brought 12 Teal and a Little Egret to West Ord and 36 Goldeneye
to New water Heugh, waiting for the weather to improve again, before migrating north.

Mammals:
Brown Hares were recorded at Billylaw, Murton Crags and in the coastal fields at Cocklawburn.

Insects;
Butterflies: The warm days at the end of the month brought out a few early butterflies out of

hibernation. What has been a bit surprising is the number of species on the wing so early in the year.
I recorded my earliest sighting of Speckled Wood ever, even with my early West Country records, which
we saw walking the New Road by the Tweed Boathouse (21st) follow by a second record sent to me by
Stephen Block the following day in his Castle Terrace garden. With this, the sighting of a Comma at
Oxford pits (25th) with another Comma seen at Lickar Dene (26th) is also remarkable when I look at last
year’s records and only had one record in March, that of a Peacock in Little Beach dunes on the 31st.
Elsewhere, both Small Tortoiseshell and Peacock were appearing in various sites and gardens in our area
from the 15th.

The warm conditions brought out the first Bumble Bees with the Early Bumble Bee (Bombus
pratorum) and the Buff tailed Bumble Bee (Bombus terrestris) seen in Castle Vale and a few other local
gardens. They were followed by the White- tailed Bumble Bee, (Bombus lucorum) a few days later.
Food source for these bees were Dandelions, early Osier Willow in bloom and early Spring Erica
(heathers) in gardens.

Other records;
We are doing our three-year Rookery survey this Spring that was postponed last year due to

Covid. I will have a list of the sites we covered in 2018 and would like to have a few volunteers to count
sites of there choosing. The dates are 5th March to 8th April before the foliage appears.
We have had a good response so far by members who have covered most of our sites. We have just a
week left so if you know of any sites with just single or 2/3 nests, please let me know. I will write up
detailed results in the April newsletter next month.

Thank you to all who have sent in records this month. Can members wishing to add there records
to the newsletter, send them to sightings@berwickwildlifegroup.uk or directly to me by the 30th of each
month at m.hutcheson08@btinternet.com

We need all your records please.

Photo’s from Malcolm below.




