


WILDLIFE REPORTS.

Weather;
Yet again, April has been a very dry month. The only rain came overnight on two occasions

within the first ten days of the month. Since then, a large area of high pressure built up over Europe
bringing with cool, wet conditions to southern Europe and the Mediterranean region. It also brought
heavy snowfall over the Alps. Over the UK, a cold northeast wind set in, keeping our weather cold and
dry.

The first three days started with overnight frosts and a cold north wind by day. The following ten
day period, saw the passage of three weather fronts, bringing rain overnight on the 4/5th, 7th and 13th,
before the high pressure had built up to the north of the UK, drying out the atmosphere for the rest of the
month. Frost again occurred between the 8th and 13th, with a keen frost overnight on the 10th, when the
temperature fell to -2.5C (28F).

A welcome calm day on the 17th saw the temperature rise to 19C (66F), with the thin layer of high
cloud breaking into a pleasant day with strong sunshine. It was short lived though, as a sea breeze
developed bringing cold air of the North Sea and spreading sea mist inland. Over the next five days the
sun tried to break through the cloud and sea mist but the fresh wind gradually veered to the cold northeast
quarter. Day temperatures slowly fell to a poor 12C (52F) by the 23rd. A light shower at dawn on 26th,
saw a slight change in wind direction to the north west and clearing the skies of the persistent cloud layer.
The temperature rose slowly during the final days of the month, but even in the bright sunshine.it was
tempered by the cold sea breeze. The clear nights brought the threat of frost and a low of 0 C (32F)
overnight on the 28th. The rainfall figure for the month was 46mm (1.8 inches).

Birds;
Despite the persistent cold winds from the north, spring migration got going at a regular pace over

the month, with birds arriving in ‘dribs and drabs’ according to the weather conditions each day. Most
arrivals were seen within a few days of their average arrival dates, but there were a few surprises.

A flock of 14 Curlew had gathered early morning on a ploughed field at Billylaw (3rd) before
flying off noisily to the north. A group of 54 Oystercatchers were at West Ord where 2 Little Egrets
remained throughout the month. Down stream at New water Haugh, a flock of 38 Goldeneye gathered,
reducing to 22 by the 5th and were all gone by the 10th. A fine maleWhite Wagtail was on the riverbank
at West Ord (5th).

At Cocklawburn (6th), waders had gathered with 84 Sanderling, 8 Ringed Plover, 12 Dunlin, 10
Purple Sandpipers a single Grey Plover in partial summer plumage and 7 Turnstones. Most had
moved on a week later. The Meadow Haven roost (6th) held 5 Cormorants and 8 Shags, with 8 Eider on
the sea.
A pair of Shelduck, 14 Turnstone 6 Linnets and 4 Rock Pipits, were on the shore of Little Beach the
next day. Two pairs of Greylag Geese were nesting at Middle Ord pond (7th) and at West Ord were 14
Sand Martins and 2 Swallows – despite the cold wind coming off the sea. Another White Wagtail was
found on Little Beach (10th) with 3 Sanderling. In the estuary were 42 Redshank and 7 Turnstone,
feeding at low tide. Of note here were 28Mute Swans, the first returning non-breeding birds, prior to
their moult.

A very large flock of 340 Redshank were in the roost on Yarrow Slake (11th), with a pair of Teal
and Shelducks. Over on New water Haugh were 4Wigeon, 6 Goosanders and the first 3 Lesser black
backed Gulls.

A high tide on Spittal Bay (13th) held a fine Black throated Diver in partial summer plumage and
7 Eider. Offshore, were 3 Sandwich Terns feeding and moving on and 7 Gannets going in the opposite
direction. Two pairs of Stonechat were established at Cocklawburn (14th) with 4Whooper Swans flying
north and 6 Tufted Duck noted on the pond.
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The 17th saw a ‘fall’ of Blackcaps with 9 singing birds recorded between Berwick and Horncliffe.
Willow Warblers were at Murton and Clayholes Shiel, where an early Lesser Whitethroat was in ‘good
voice’ with 3 Blackcaps. The bird was seen and heard and was part of number arriving along the East
coast that weekend. A noisy group of 14 Sandwich Tern were noted in a low tide roost at Little Beach.
High tide the following day (18th) saw a roost of 42 Redshank and 2 Turnstone on the shore of Blakewell
Park.

A visit to Cocklawburn (19th), saw 12 Sanderling and 3 Ringed Plover on the shore with a
Whitethroat, 6 Linnets and 2 pairs of Stonechats in the dunes. A Red throated Diver was off Saltpan
rocks. Two Little Egrets were at West Ord (20th).

A flock of 12 Goldfinches were feeding on dandelion seedheads at the roadside at South Ord farm
(24th). A group of 9 drake Tufted Ducks had gathered on Middle Ord pond with 8 Yellowhammers by the
feeding pens for the Sheep and lambs. Two White Wagtails were in the damp field edge. The unusual
sight of a Fulmar was noted as it followed the Tweed towards the estuary at New-water Haugh. They
rarely venture north of the Royal Border Bridge.

Noted on Spittal Bay (25th) on a quiet, sunny but cool day, were c.80 Kittiwakes resting on the
sea, along with 4 Guillemots and a group of 4 Shelducks flying north. One of our members noted a
Wheatear at Needles Eye where c750 Kittiwakes had returned to the nesting cliffs. Two pairs of Little
Grebe were noted on Cocklawburn pond (27th). A cold north wind again affected migrants (28th) with
c. 100 ‘hirundines’ feeding over the Tweed at West Ord. With them were 2 House Martins. A surprise
here, was to see briefly and hear the ‘yaffling’ call of a Green Woodpecker in the White Poplars at
Gainslaw House. It was seen to fly over the Border and into Paxton House woods. A group of 3
Shovelers appeared on Cocklawburn pond (29th) along with a duckMallard and her five ducklings, a
real sign of Spring!!

The ‘Dawn chorus’ walk on the last day of the month, saw members join the Castle Vale Park
volunteers to walk to Castle Hills and beyond to Chateaux Pedro, noting the various birds in song. We
had 29 species including Chiff-chaff, Blackcap, Whitethroat, Linnet, Bullfinch and Nuthatch.
Thanks again to the 30 members for braving the chill at 6 a.m. of a lovely spring morning.

Mammals:
Numbers of Brown Hares were again seen in fields at Gainslaw (3), Needles Eye, Ord Moor (4),

Murton Crags, at Scremerston (2) and Cocklawburn.
A single Otter was feeding in the Tweed at West Ord (3rd) and near Berwick Old Bridge (10th).

Insects;
Butterflies: The cold weather throughout the month restricted the odd butterfly within the few

warm days, as they have been very scarce on the wing all month. An early Small White was in the
garden of Tintagel House, Berwick (2nd) with three more seen at East Ord (19th), Unthank and New water
Haugh (20th). The only Orange-tip on the wing was at Union Bridge, Horncliffe (22nd) on a calm sunny
afternoon with two Peacocks and a Speckled Wood. A second Orange-tip was noted emerging from its
cocoon at Lowick Mill. Still no Green veined Whites yet! but a Large White passed through my garden
in Hiveacres (30th) on the honesty in flower briefly, before moving on.

There are other insects on the wing, notably Bumble Bees, with Common Carder Bee at Bankhill
(13th) and the ‘pit’ in Cocklawburn dunes (29th). Red tailed Bumble Bees were seen at Cocklawburn
(29th) and on the Green at East Ord the following day.
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Other records; A sighting of 12 Bottle nosed Dolphins feeding off the Ladies Skerr (Bucket rocks)
(17th) was the first of the season, with two more at Saltpan rocks (19th) and six in Spittal Bay (25th)..

---“---

The results of the 2022 Rookery Survey are below the monthly records. I would like to say
thank you to; Kay Adamson, Graham Crundell, Kate Dixon, Molly Hardy, Maurice McNeely and all who
gave information, particularly on new sites.

The results are showing that the Rook is a tolerant bird, and despite its mis-informed status in
some quarters as a pest. Recent studies show it to be diverse in its food source, taking harmful insects,
wireworm and beetles etc. off the land. Time to get away from the attitude that it’s a ‘crow’, it’s black
and it’s a pest!! Even if that means changing old countryside law! We have to treat our wildlife with a
bit more respect and recognise we all have a place in the world.

Thank you to all who have sent in records this month. Can members wishing to add their records
to the newsletter, send them to sightings@berwickwildlifegroup.uk or directly to me by the 30th of each
month at m.hutcheson08@btinternet.com

We need all your records please.


