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Monthly Review.               May 2022. 
 
Chairman’s Piece. 
We had an enjoyable windy but sunny walk on Spittal Cliffs last week, a summary of which is below.  
It was the first time I had seen the building site for the new houses surprisingly given permission within 
the AONB by Northumberland CC.   
The main image I took away from the evening was the very active gannet (and some sandwich terns) 
feeding close in shore, even in a fairly low tide.  After the walk I went onto Spittal Point and both species 
were feeding in the deep-water channel alongside the pier.   
Back at home our swift camera box has occupants and we now have at least 2 eggs!  We have yet to 
confirm occupancy of the other 4 boxes, although we have seen birds flying into at least one.  The first 
broods of house sparrows have emerged and are mobbing the bird feeders.  We also have large numbers 
of very vociferous, newly fledged starlings around!   
 
Our next coastal walk is for the Summer Solstice on the 21st June, 7.00pm, at Cheswick beach and 
dunes, part of the Lindisfarne NNR.    
Meet at car park over railway bridge, NU 039469.  Limited parking space, so combine transport if 
possible.   
Directions: Follow signs to Goswick golf course from A1 but once past Cheswick House, keep left to 
Cheswick, not right to the golf course.   

Note the earlier time.  
If weather is bad we will cancel.  Contact 07495 003623 
 
Weather;      

May has been a month of contrasts.  Sometimes bright, sunny and spring-like and other days cool 
with strong gusty winds.  Overcast days, often clearing at dusk with cold temperatures overnight.   
The first week was cool, most days often starting overcast with the sun breaking through by midday.  The 
warming air brought an increase in sea breezes keeping the temperature down.  The wind strengthened 
during the second week turning round to the southwest in direction.  Rain came on the 16th and it rained 
all day making it the wettest day of the month with 20mm (0.8 inches).   

Mid- month saw a period of pleasant sunny days with light winds and a few overnight showers as 
we were influenced by an area of high pressure over Europe.  An unusual event occurred over the 25th – 
27th, as a large zone of low pressure came up against the high.  It formed a band of strong cold gusty 
winds each day across southern Scotland and the Borders.  Gusts up to 40mph came each afternoon, as 
the low pressure was aided by a strong upper jet stream bringing down the cold air from a very high 
altitude. 

Events settled down during the last days of the month, with bright overcast conditions and 
remaining on the cold side with the wind coming from the north.  The month concluded with a cold 
overcast day (29th) and heavy overnight showers and a slow rise in the temperature over the final two 
nights. 

Rainfall figures for May were 64.5 mm (2.55 inches), a little over the average.   
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Birds;          
Although May has been rather cold, migration of our summer and winter visitors has progressed 

rather slower than normal.  For our resident birds, the breeding season was in full swing.   
Two pairs of Tufted Ducks were on Middle Ord pond (1st), avoiding a pair of aggressive Coots. 

At West Ord, 3 Common Sandpipers were seen with 4 Teal and 6 Canada Geese. The annual moult 
gathering of Mute Swans on the Tweed estuary had started at New water Haugh where 74 birds had 
arrived.   

I spent a few days holiday on the Isle of Bute and on my return, the first 3 Swifts had returned to 
East Ord (9th) and over the Tweed, with singletons amongst the other hirundines at West Ord.  Here a 
Mute Swan pair had made a riverside nest, but it was washed out by high water level on the 16th.   

The beach at Cocklawburn (11th) held 2 Ringed Plover and 6 Sanderling with a pair of Tufted 
Duck on the pond and 8 Greylag Geese.  A calling Whitethroat was in the scrub here.  Another 10 
Sanderling were at Cheswick Black rocks and a group of 8 passage Sandwich Terns were roosting at 
Saltpan rocks.   

The sight of a male Peregrine flying north over my house in Hiveacres (12th) was a good start to 
the day.   

Two breeding pairs of Greylag Geese had 8 and 4 goslings at Middle Ord pond (15th).  A Mistle 
thrush was in full song, while a male Shelduck was at West Ord and a singing Garden Warbler was at 
Toddles Shiel, East Ord.  A fine male Wheatear was at Cocklawburn (18th) where a sea-watch recorded 
650 Gannets and 144 Fulmar passing northwards in an hour against a strong northwest wind.   
A flock of 16 House Martins arrived early morning over the trees of Ord Country House (19th), before 
quickly moving on.  A low tide roost of 52 Cormorants were at New water Haugh where a Sedge 
Warbler was in song.  Further upstream at West Ord, a pair of Mallard had 8 ducklings.  Two more 
families of 4 and 8 ducklings were on Middle Ord pond.   

A pair of Shelduck were at New water Haugh (22nd), where 9 Lesser BB Gulls were in the Gull 
roost.  A Garden Warbler and a Chiff-chaff were in song in the trees at the Sewage works.  A Whimbrel 
was with 14 Sanderling and 6 Ringed Plover on Cocklawburn beach (24th).  A Sedge Warbler was at the 
pond where a passing visit from 16 House Martins made a ‘refuelling stop’ for a couple of minutes, on 
the way north.  A further 26 Sanderling were seen at Cheswick Black rocks.  The gathering Mute Swan 
flock had reached 190 at New water Haugh.   

There were 16 Goldfinches and 8 Linnets feeding on the cliffs at Little Beach (25th) with 34 
Oystercatchers roosting below the Coastwatch station.  A group of 4 Fulmars were roosting on the turf 
of the Limekiln at Cocklawburn (28th), where a Stonechat family consisted of a pair with 4 juveniles.   

A strong north wind saw a good seabird movement off the Pier (29th) in the morning on the rising 
tide and within and hour 600 Gannets, 100 Kittiwakes and 80 Fulmar had passed through.  A special 
sight was a group of 36 Gannets passing with a Glaucous Gull ‘tacking on’ at the rear.  This rusty tinged 
large white Gull was a 2nd year bird, making its way back north using the broken air of the Gannets in 
front to ease it forward against the strong wind.  Upstream a large party of c.40 House Martins were 
feeding over the Tweed. 
 
Mammals:   

Brown Hares were recorded at Scremerston, Cocklawburn, Billylaw (3), Middle Ord and West 
Ord (2).   Rabbits are also appearing in several old sites again.  An Otter was seen feeding at the junction 
of the Whitadder and the Tweed by the A1 bridge (8th).   
 
Insects;     

Butterflies:     The cold conditions over the month added to the scarcity of butterfly records. 
However, good numbers of Orange-tip sightings have come in with the other ‘whites’ being less 
common.  Sightings of Small Tortoiseshell and Peacock have been good, with a small influx of Red 
Admirals coming in the last two weeks of May.  One in the gardens of Cornwall Avenue (18th) was the 
start of records coming in from Little Beach, Castle Hills, Cocklawburn and on the 26th a record of 6+ in 
the Berrington area seen as they lifted off the road edge, sunning themselves for energy.  Since reports 
from the West of England record a small influx of Painted Ladies, something to look for next month. 
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Small Heath were seen on the dunes at Cocklawburn (28th) and a Comma at Lickar Dene (26th). 
Speckled Woods are being seen in their usual sites and numbers of Wall Brown are appearing along the 
coast. 

Other insect sightings include an early Silver ‘Y’ moth at Old Dryburn (26th) and a Cinnabar 
moth on the ‘transect’ count at Cocklawburn (28th).  Also seen there were a number of Slender Mining 
Bees, on a clay site.  Tree Bees are showing on sunny days and I recorded the first one in my garden 
(21st).   
 
Other records; 

Our evening cliff walk at Spittal, noted various plants on the diverse soil types and habitats in 
such a small area.  For me, the highlight was a member finding two spikes Early Purple Orchid (Orchis 
mascula) in the turf on top of Huds Head. It has become scarce around Berwick area in recent years and is 
not to be confused with the Early Marsh Orchid (Orchis incarnata), which is common along our 
coastline cliffs and dunes in June.  A full report of our walk is attached.   
 
BWG evening walk on Spittal Cliffs.     May 26th.  
Our evening walk saw a small group of members and friends set off along the southern end of Spittal 
Promenade.  A number of Gannets were feeding close to the shore on the falling tide giving us fine views 
of these vocal birds as they fed.  It was a lovely clear sunny evening, the only downside was the blustery, 
cool northwest wind.  We were sheltered by the railway embankment, so the ‘birders’ amongst us noted 
Red throated Diver, Sandwich Terns and the odd Fulmar.  A number of resident and migrant House 
Martins flew around overhead. 
Climbing the steps up to the Coastal path, we noted the array of new fronds of various ferns near the 
stream, including Male Fern (Dryopteris felix mas), Golden Male Fern (D.borreri) and Broad Buckler 
Fern (D.dilitata).  A flock of 8 Linnets were watched feeding on Dandelion seeds while the brief call of a 
passage Chiff-chaff was heard.   
On reaching Hud’s Head, we admired the geology of the rock formation showing well on the falling tide.  
Discussion here was of the various mines and quarries in the area along the coast for removing coal and 
limestone with the associated wagon ways etc. used in the 19th century.  Such a wide use of this site 
would now be seen as the destruction of the coastline, but it has been taken over by nature, bringing with 
it a fascinating flora and fauna.  As an example of this, we saw a patch of Bell Heather (Erica cinera) 
with a small patch of Bilberry (Vaccinium myrtillus) on an acidic zone, while above it were Birdsfoot 
Trefoil (Lotus corniculatus), Primrose (Primula vulgaris) and Thyme (Thymus drucei) on the calcareous 
turf.  Here one of our members found two spikes of Early Purple Orchid (Orchis mascula) a scarce plant 
in the Berwick district now.  They are different from the Northern Marsh Orchid (Dactylorchis 
purpurella), which is widespread along our dunes and cliffs in June. 
Further along the coastal path we came across a group of rock climbers, climbing up the sheer sandstone 
cliff face near Redshin Cove. The wind was coming in very strong gusts up here, so we stopped and 
turned around to go back to Spittal.  We stood and looked at the clear wide seascape and noted a group of 
six Collared Doves flying northwards and an agitated pair of Meadow Pipits protecting their nest site. 
We were made well aware of the wonderful Northumberland coastline we live amongst which we tend to 
overlook during busy days of daytime activities. 

 
                                                                    ---“--- 
The results of the 2022 Rookery Survey are recorded in the April Newsletter 
              Thank you to all who have sent in records this month. Can members wishing to add their records 
to the newsletter, send them to sightings@berwickwildlifegroup.uk   or directly to me by the 30th of each 
month at m.hutcheson08@btinternet.com  
 
                                          We need all your records please.  
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