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WILDLIFE REPORTS.       
 
Chairman’s piece 

What an unbelievable month of weather!  Positives and negatives for wildlife of course, one of the 
beneficiaries being our swift colony at Apple Tree House, who despite the catastrophic general decline in 
insect populations, have benefited from good feeding for the chicks.  We have managed to spend more 
time watching the nests, seeing a lot of close, screaming ‘flypasts’ by non-breeders and frequent sightings 
of chicks viewing the outside world for days for leaving.   
 The group had a fascinating an inspiring farm walk at West Learmouth, courtesy of Jasmin, 
hearing about the nature friendly farming work.  We were shown the newly sown wild flower meadows, 
which were looking fantastic, even in the slightly overcast conditions.   We also heard a quail and just as 
we were driving away Penny and I were treated to the resident barn owl leaving for a night hunting trip!  
We hope to return for an update next year.   
 
Our next meeting will be a walk from Berwick Old Bridge on the 18th August, starting at 6.30pm.   
Following that will be our first indoor meeting on the 29th September, with Martin Kitchin telling us 
about the Northeast Cetacean Project, 7.30 start at the William Elder Building, Castle Street, Berwick.  
 
Weather;      

This has proved to be a month of great contrast and indeed records.  July 2022 will be 
remembered for being very dry and for recording the hottest day ever in the UK, with a high of 40.3C, 
(104F) recorded in Lincolnshire.   Global warming is now affecting all of us, the hottest ever regional 
records were broken in Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland as well.  We all know that carbon emissions 
are the cause and we all have to do ‘our bit’ to reduce them.  The result of not doing anything will bring 
stronger contrasts in our weather patterns and more difficulties with our welfare, lifestyle and daily lives.   

The first 10 days of the month started with a still cloudy day (1st), with heavy thundery showers. 
Gradually, over the next 10 days the cloud layer weakened to a thin veil, allowing weak sunshine through.  
By the 11th, a daytime temperature of 29C (85F) was reached with a warm southwest wind.   
A spell of showers overnight (15th) was the only change until the sky cleared during the afternoon of the 
18th, raising the temperature to a hot 31C. (88F).   

The following day was a record breaker as a clear, blue sky and strong sunshine saw a high of 34C 
(104F) by midday.  Just a light breeze tempered it a little.  A dramatic change came overnight, as a cold 
front came in from the west, bringing a cool north wind with local thunderstorms around the county.  Not 
much rain fell around Berwick, but the display of flash lighting in the upper atmosphere, just before 
dawn, was spectacular.   

Conditions subsided over the next 6 days until a dramatic change in the wind direction, from a 
southerly to the northwest during daylight hours, brought a few showers the following night and a fall in 
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temperature by 20 degrees.  Cloudy conditions with sunny spells returned, tempered by a cool sea breeze 
over the final days of a month to remember.   

The temperature range over the month was a high of 34.5C (104F) on the 9th, followed by an 
overnight low (high!!) of 19C (67F).   Lowest daytime temperature was 11C (52F) on the 4th. 

The total rainfall for the month was a meagre 35.5 mm (1.4 inches), the driest July since 2006.   
 
Birds;          

July is normally a quiet month in the bird calendar, with some migrants starting to return south, 
2nd broods of young venturing out and always the chance of a scarcer bird appearing.   

A pair of Greylag Geese with 4 goslings appeared at West Ord(3rd) where there were 4 Little 
Egrets at low tide.  A large flock of 94 post breeding Curlew were in the roost at Yarrow Slake (4th), 
with 4 Shelduck present.  Little Egrets are numerous this month with one flying north at Cocklawburn 
(5th) and another feeding in the pond there.  Also on the pond were 4 Tufted Duck and a Little Grebe.  
The gull roost on Calot Shad (6th) held 34 Kittiwakes and 86 Curlew.  A large flock of 134 Canada 
Geese gathered near the Royal Border Bridge (7th) with 36 Goosander upstream at New water Haugh.   
Wader numbers were building on Yarrow Slake (11th) with 148 Lapwing, 190 Curlew and 48 Redshank. 
Several Kestrels were noted on the 17th at Billylaw, West Ord and New water Haugh. 11 Lesser black 
backed Gulls were in the gull roost at the latter sight.   

A pair of Little Grebes, with 3 juveniles were at Cocklawburn pond (21st), with a Moorhen and 2 
juveniles.  Off Cheswick Black rocks were 36 Eider and along the coast at Saltpan Rocks near 
Cocklawburn beach, a return of the Common Scoter flock with 26 birds present there.  A large group of 
86 Goosander were in Spittal Bay (22nd) and at Cocklawburn dunes the following day a pair of Grey 
Partridge with 9 juveniles were seen.  Also here were a flock of 24 Linnets and a family group of 
5 Stonechats.  Little Egret numbers at West Ord kept increasing at low water with 10 (24th) and 15 (31st).  
Also here were a family group of Shelducks with a pair and 4 Juveniles.  In Meadow Haven (24th) the 
roost held 8 Cormorants and 18 Shags.  A single Whimbrel was heard and seen on Calot Shad.   

A group of 24 Swifts were over Spittal (26th) while wader numbers on Yarrow Slake reached 174 
Lapwing, 3 Dunlin, 260 Curlew, and 280 Redshank, with 12 Cormorant and 340 Black headed Gulls 
also roosting there.  At Cocklawburn (28th) were 64 Common Scoter and a low tide roost of 126 
Sandwich Terns.  Wildfowl numbers were increasing on the final day of the month (31st) at West Ord. 
with 82 Canada Geese, 70 Greylag Geese, 102 Goosander and 42 Mallard.  A roost of 43 Sandwich Tern 
and 3 Arctic Terns were noted at low water in Meadow Haven.   
      
Mammals:   

Brown Hares were recorded at Billylaw (2), Middle Ord (2) and one with two leverets in a cut 
grain field at West Ord (31st).  Not often recorded, but 58 Grey Seals were ‘hauled out’ on Ladies Skerr 
rocks at the Coastwatch Station, at low tide on the 6th.  A dog Otter was seen feeding under the wooden 
jetty at the Lifeboat Station (24th).    
 
Insects;     

Butterflies:     The variable conditions throughout the month made it difficult for recorders, but 
there were good numbers of ‘whites’ and ‘browns’ seen.  Lacking were sightings of ‘vanesids’ although 
the odd Red Admiral did appear towards the end of the month.  A good count in the Needles Eye tetrad 
(18th) found 12 Small Skippers, a Dark green Fritillary and 4 Small Tortoiseshells.  The transect count 
at Cocklawburn (24th) recorded a large count of 103 Meadow Browns along with 2 Grayling in the ‘pit’.  
The Grayling was last recorded in this tetrad in 2006.   

There were still good numbers of both 5 and 6 spot Burnet Moths on the coastal dunes.  A Heart 
and Dart Moth flew into my kitchen in East Ord late on the 26th.  Still at home, I’m noting up to five 
Red tailed Bumble Bees wandering along the garden path each day, sometime both male and females, 
not making any effort to fly.  I also found a female infested with parasitic mites (photo attached).  
No Dragonflies have been recorded 
 



 3 

The Big Butterfly Count organised by Butterfly Conservation takes place from 15th July – 7th 
August. 
We need as many BWG members to take part as possible.  This now annual event is more important than 
ever due to the fall in numbers of some species over recent years.   
Submit your findings on the app or download an ID sheet. 
                     Enter your count at Bigbutterflycount.org   
  
Other records; 
  Thank you to all who have sent in records this month. Can members wishing to add there records 
to the newsletter, send them to sightings@berwickwildlifegroup.uk   or directly to me by the 30th of each 
month at m.hutcheson08@btinternet.com  
 
                                          We need all your records please.  
 
 
 
 

 
Simon Wright 
 
Reminder!!! 
If you have not paid your membership for this year, please do so as soon as possible.   
Our costs are likely to go up so we need to keep our only source of income up!   
 
It’s very good value!   
 
Also if you have any ideas for walks and speakers please let us know.  
 
Simon 


