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Chairman’s piece 
We took our Apple Tree House swift nest boxes down for the winter last week and are very pleased to 
report that 4 out of the 5 boxes had built up nests in that had been actively used (one had a complete egg 
in).  So being that we knew of 3 chicks in the camera box and 2 in another, plus activity in 2 others, that 
seems to confirm at least 7 fledged swifts!  We have a live feed to our television, so can watch all nest 
activity, including feeding.  The adult collects a ‘bolus’ of small insects in flight, through it’s wide 
opening beak and stores it mixed with saliva in its gullet.   On arriving at the nest there is the usual frantic 
‘feed me, feed me’ appeals from the chicks but only one succeeds as the bolus is one lump and it is very 
obvious in the recipient’s throat, especially when small!   
Our other local hirundines, especially swallows, seem to have stayed around for a long time and the sand 
martin colony had a good year.  We are worried about possible storm erosion of the colony site on a river 
that is subject to up to 3m rises in level.  This is gradually eroding back into farmland, so there is the 
possibility that the landowner might decide to install ‘protection’.   
 
Our recent talk by Martin Kitching from the North East Cetacean Project was both fascinating and 
worrying, given the pressures of climate change, human pressures and pollution.  Martin also told us 
about the interaction between species, for example the predation of smaller species by the more dominant 
dolphins and Northumberland’s ‘stealing’ of the Moray Firth population!  He also showed us the 
extensive survey work carried out by his team in the very large area covered by the Berwick to St Mary’s 
MCZ.  If you didn’t make it to the meeting you missed very informative evening by an excellent speaker!    
 
Links from Martin’s talk; 
www.facebook.com/groups/northeastcetaceanproject 
martin@northeastcetaceanproject.org 
 
Our next evening talk is by Tony Lightley from Forestry and Land Scotland at 7.30 on the 27th 
October, at the usual venue of the William Elder Building.  Tony will give us an update on the  
‘Identification and current status of our woodland raptors’.   
 

 
 
‘Runny Paint’, an easily identifiable bottle nosed dolphin! (NECP) 
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WILDLIFE REPORTS.       
 
Weather;      

The light northeast wind persisted from the end of August into the first week of September, the 
gradual drop in temperature the difference to a pattern of long sunny days with developing clouds and 
some showers each day. 

The shorter daylight hours brought lower temperatures overnight and by the 17th the low had 
reached 42F.  By then, the wind had turned to the northwest and several overcast days with a light breeze. 

The sun re-appeared on the 20th bringing the temperature back up to 70F only for it to fall again 
with the arrival of a cold north wind by the 27th and showers coming down from Arctic regions.  
Although it brought some snow to the mountaintops of Scotland, it remained relatively dry here around 
Berwick with average temperatures.   

It has been yet another dry month with the warmest days the 8th and 14th with a high of 72F and 
the coldest day on the 16th when it fell to 56F.  Oddly, no frost was recorded and no southwest gales 
appeared, normally a feature of September.   I guess it is yet another sign of climate change and we can 
only wait to see what October will bring.    

It is as if the weather wants to prove me wrong, as the last day of the month saw the first Autumn 
Atlantic low sweep across us, bringing us a five hour spell of rain with gusty south west winds. 
Our final rainfall figures for the month were; 77.5 mm (3 inches).    
 
Birds; 

This month saw autumn migration in full swing with most of the summer migrants leaving to be 
replaced by a flurry of winter visitors.   

The normal passage of Pink footed Geese came mid-month with good numbers of waders on our 
shorelines.  What has been unusual is the large number of Dunlin on our shores with a large flock 
penetrating up the Tweed as far as West Ord.   

A group of 10 Ringed Plover and 18 Sanderling were on Cocklawburn beach (2nd) with a flock 
of 34 Linnets in the dunes with 4 Stonechats.   A roosting group of 16 Curlew were on Saltpan rocks 
along with 14 Sandwich Terns.   The same day recorded 26 Little Egrets still at West Ord with 7 
Lapwing, 12 Teal and a large flock of 178 Canada Geese.  Nearby, in the fields of Gainslaw House 
were 212 Greylag Geese.   The unusual occurrence of a Black tailed Godwit feeding on the muddy edge 
of Middle Ord pond (4th) was rewarding, with the gull roost at West Ord holding 130 Common Gulls and 
260 Black headed Gulls. 

A flock of 24 Goosanders were at Calot Shad (5th) where a flock of 82 Dunlin present at low tide 
with 14 Sandwich Terns and 3 Arctic Terns in the gull roost.  The other side of the Pier on Little Beach 
large numbers of waders had gathered, with 46 Ringed Plover, c.260 Dunlin, c.120 Sanderling, 12 Knot, 
4 Bar tailed Godwit, and 32 Oystercatchers.  On the shore were 10 Pied Wagtails, 4 Rock Pipits and a 
male Wheatear.  All these birds were ‘spooked’ by the appearance of a male Peregrine.   Numbers 
remained high for the following week and a Curlew Sandpiper was seen with them on the 11th.   

A Whitethroat, 4 Twite and 15 Goldfinches were at Cocklawburn (6th), with a large gathering of 
c.400 Auk sp. (mainly Guillemot) in a large ‘raft’ off Saltpan rocks.  Here, a flight of 36 Teal headed 
north with 42 Lapwing and 24 Sandwich Terns in the roost.  Back in East Ord at dusk a late Swift flew 
round the edge of a large thunder shower.   

A return home after a week away it was good to note an early flock of Pink footed Geese flying 
south over Tweedmouth (14th).  The Linnet flock at Cocklawburn (15th) had grown to c.160 birds with a 
group of 6 Swallows ‘hawking’ over the pond.  There was little water to share, as it was occupied by 220 
Greylag Geese.  A flock of c.180 Pink footed Geese had settled in the stubble at Cheswick (17th), while a 
sea watch at Saltpan rocks noted 750 Gannets flying south in an hour and 2 Arctic Skuas going in the 
opposite direction.  The roost here held c.280 Black headed Gulls and 12 Sandwich Terns.   

A single Common Snipe flew north over Billylaw (18th) followed by a group of 12 Skylarks. 
Down on the Tweed at West Ord were 2 Wigeon, 66 Mallard, 6 Common Snipe and a Greenshank. 6 
Sanderling were noted on Calot Shad with 54 Dunlin.  76 Ringed Plover and 8 Bar tailed Godwits were 
on Little Beach (19th) with a lone Swallow hawking along the beach.   

A migrant Chiff-chaff was in the shrubbery at Sandstell Point (23rd) along with 6 Greenfinches 
feeding on the ripe rosehips.  6 Sandwich Terns and 2 Common Tern were feeding along the shoreline of 
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Spittal Bay.  Later in the day, 6 Goosander were in Meadow Haven where a pale phase, Arctic Skua 
drifted northwards.  A large flock of 114 Dunlin were feeding at low water along the shingle banks at 
West Ord (25th), they were with a Greenshank and 14 Redshank.  A party of 6 Mistle Thrushes came 
into the trees of Ord Country Park at dusk from the coast (probable migrants).   

At Spittal (26th), a large feeding ‘frenzy’ of c.50 Gannets, c.10 Kittiwake and c.230 Black headed 
gulls attracted an immature Little Gull and a Red throated Diver.  Back at West Ord (27th) there were 
still 82 Dunlin and a Greenshank with 16 Teal and 4 Little Egrets.  Several small flock of Pink footed 
Geese headed north over Berwick (28th) early morning, with the first 6 Whooper Swans noted flying 
south over the Pier along the coast.   

The last day of the month (30th) brought stormy conditions from the west and with it a southerly 
movement of migrants.   First light saw 100+ Pink footed Geese heading south over Berwick and at 
Cocklawburn the coastal fields held 148 Lapwing, 64 Curlew and a visible movement of Meadow Pipits 
with 5 Blackbirds, 3 Swallows and 16 Linnets.  On the pond there were an immature Whooper Swan, 3 
Tufted Ducks and 2 Teal.  On the coast at Saltpan rocks were 286 Common Scoter, which attracted 5 
Red throated Divers, 3 Black throated Divers, 4 Guillemots and 8 Shags.  A southerly passage of 850 
Gannets an hour noted with a flight of 46 Teal also heading south.   
 
Mammals:   

Brown Hares were recorded at Billylaw (2), West Ord and Cocklawburn.  Oddly no Cetaceans 
have been reported to me, but a least one ‘pod’ of Bottle nosed Dolphins are in our area.   
 
Insects;     

Butterflies:   The conditions through the month have been poor for insect recording, with windy 
days and the ‘dried out’ conditions in the countryside.  Most sightings have come from local gardens, 
where both Large and Small White are still around.  Those of us with Aster, Phlox and Buddleia still in 
flower will have had a ‘trickle’ of Small Tortoiseshell, Peacock and Red Admiral about.  Speckled 
Wood and Wall have been seen mid-month.  My garden here in Cornwall Avenue also attracted 2 
Painted Ladies (14th-16th) and a Comma (1st).   

Moth records have included migrant Humming bird Hawk Moths in several gardens, including 
two together at Riverdene, Tweedmouth (13th) and several visits in my garden (4th-5th, 23rd and 29th), 
along with a dark variant of the Silver’Y’ moth (29th.)    
 
Other records;    
Thank you to all who have sent in records this month. Can members wishing to add there records to the 
newsletter, send them to sightings@berwickwildlifegroup.uk   or directly to me by the 30th of each month 
at m.hutcheson08@btinternet.com  
 
We need all your records please.  
 

 
Hummingbird Hawk Moth (M. Hutcheson 


