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Chairman’s Piece 
Another unusual month (and that’s just at Westminster!), the autumn colours are in full swing, although 
with occasional windy days, they are sometimes getting removed quickly.  Out of our kitchen window we 
have a couple of cherry trees and an Amelanchier that have been glowing beautifully in the sun.  I finally 
managed a trip down to the river with the bat detector and was pleased to see and hear several pipistrelle 
feeding quite actively amongst the riverside trees.  I also heard tawny owls calling and there were the 
usual brown hares on the newly sown field.  Our bird feeders are attracting a variety of species; blue, 
great and coal tits, goldfinches, chaffinch, with collared doves trying to eat all the sunflower seeds!  Our 
resident robins, dunnocks (and house sparrows of course) are very much in evidence, with the wrens 
making their presence known by their wonderful song.  Skeins of geese are now a regular occurrence, as 
Malcolm says below, in transit between roost and feeding sites.  Great excitement this morning when I 
spotted several tree sparrows in the birch trees on our drive, they are around locally but rare in our garden.  
 
Our October talk by Tony Lightley from Forestry and Land Scotland, gave us an in depth look at our 
raptors, with really useful hints on identification, by wing shape etc.  Tony is always welcome, as his in-
depth knowledge and hands-on experience makes for a very enjoyable and informative evening.   
 
The next evening talk, 24th November, is by Rebekah Outram, a wildlife warden from Lindisfarne and 
the wider NNR, at the usual venue of the William Elder Building, 7.30pm.   
 
In the New Year (26th January) we have an interesting follow up to our coastal walks, when Alison 
Tymon will give us an insight into our wonderfully varied coastal geology.   
 
 

 
Amelanchier leaves: Simon Wright 
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WILDLIFE REPORTS.       
 
Weather;      

The month of October, has been yet another mild one.  The first week saw temperatures 10% 
above the average, with a high of 66F recorded on the 4th.   

The soft SW winds prevailed through to the 14th, with alternate days of calm, cloudy conditions 
with bright sunny days and scattered showers.  The wind turned round to the NW late on the 14th with the 
approach of a several weather fronts bringing rain overnight over four nights.  It became cooler with the 
wind turning to the north on the 21st, with a long spell of heavy rain coming through the night on the 21st.   

The Jetstream pulled the wind back around to a warm southerly on the 22nd, drawing the air from 
a long way south, the Azores and the Mediterranean.  Even so, the wind fell lighter over the next few days 
with some fog and mist patches early and late in the day. 

Two interesting events occurred during that week with a clear Aurora Borealis lighting up the 
northern sky early on the 23rd and a dimming of the sun around 10.30 a.m. on the 25th, with a partial 
eclipse. This rare event will not occur again in the UK until 2025.   

The mild days returned again during the last days of the month with a large low pressure centred 
off northern Britain sending its spells of showers over the country, on a fresh sometimes gusty wind, yet 
in between, sunny spells raising the temperature up around 60F.   

The warmest day was the 4th but the temperature rose again at the end of the month, reaching 62F 
on the 22nd.    No frost was recorded, but the temperature fell to 36F early on the 13th, bringing with it a 
touch of air frost.   

Total rainfall for the month was 54.5 mm. (2.1 inches) down by a third for an average in October.    
 
Birds; 
           The mild conditions throughout the month, has not stopped the steady progress of autumn 
migration.  Good movements of wildfowl and waders have been recorded but there seems to be an 
absence of winter thrushes so far.  I’m sure they will arrive with colder conditions.   

Pink footed Geese were noted almost daily as skeins moved to/from roost and feeding sites on 
Coldingham Moor and Lindisfarne.  At Spittal (1st), 6 Swallows were seen flying north, probably feeding 
along the shoreline before heading south.!  A group of 4 Goldeneye were at West Ord (2nd) and 2 
Wigeon had arrived at New water Haugh.   A flock of 34 Mute Swans were still at Calot Shad with 14 
Dunlin on the low tide there.  A fine female Grey Wagtail hunted the riverside path near the Boathouse 
(3rd). 

A calm day (5th) recorded birds on Spittal Bay, including 3 Black throated Divers, 2 Red 
Throated Divers, 6 Guillemots, 2 Razorbills, 6 Shag and 2 Mute Swans out at sea, flying north.  A 
party of 22 Mallard, 9 Guillemots and a Red throated Diver were in the estuary at Calot Shad.  At New 
water Haugh (6th), 4 Little Egrets and 6 Teal had joined the 2 Wigeon.  Two Puffin were seen with 26 
Guillemots on Meadow Haven (7th) with a party of 10 Barnacle Geese flying south past the Pier.   

A flock of c.24 Skylarks had gathered in the stubble fields at Billylaw, with c.60 Pink footed 
Geese feeding in fields at Murton.  Teal numbers had reached 32 at West Ord (9th) with a Great crested 
Grebe noted flying past the Pier later in the day.   

A flock of 210 Lapwings in the fields at Cocklawburn (11th) were disturbed by the aerobatics of a 
passing pair of Ravens.  On the pond there was a pair of Little Grebes and a late passing Swallow.  Off 
Saltpan Rocks were a large flock of c.320 Common Scoter, with them were a pair of Long-tailed 
Ducks.  At West Ord (12th), the numbers of Teal rose to 42, with 64 Mallard and 5 Goosander and still 3 
Little Egrets there.  A Chiff-chaff was seen at Goldstone, Hiveacres (13th) in the long, mature hedge 
along Etal Road and a male Grey Wagtail was on the shoreline at Castle Hills with a Goldcrest around 
the Castle Vale area.   

Guillemot numbers reached 42 in Spittal Bay (14th) and we can only hope that ‘bird flu’ is not 
affecting them.  They kept company with 7 Red throated Divers.  On Calot Shad were 4 Bar-tailed 
Godwits and 2 Teal. The roost in Meadow Haven held 22 Cormorants and 26 Shags suggesting there is 
a good food source for the numbers of sea birds.  A fresh south wind saw a lone Sandwich Tern heading 
south past the Pier followed by 28 Brent Geese.  The wind had strengthened the next day and a steady 
movement of Herring Gulls, mainly immatures, were passing the Pier at the rate of c.500 per hour 



 3 

mid morning. Also seen were 63 Barnacle Geese and 3 Grey Plover all heading south.  A further 16 
Guillemots were in Meadow Haven.   

Migration was at a peak at Cocklawburn (18th) with 16 Ringed Plover, 18 Sanderling, 3 Grey 
Plover and 22 Turnstone on the shore.  Lapwing in the fields reached 146, with 4 Stonecats and on the 
pond were 12 Redshanks and a lone Whooper Swan, while overhead flew another 8 Barnacle Geese 
heading south.   

At Yarrow Slake (21st), were 8 Canada Geese, a pair of Greylag Geese and a single Pink footed 
Goose, along with c.200 Lapwing and 2 Little Egrets.  At Middle Ord in the pond there were 8 Teal, with 
2 Little Grebes on the Tweed (23rd) at West Ord with a single adult Whooper Swan.  On the high tide at 
Calot Shad were, 86 Dunlin, 46 Redshank and 8 Eiders.  At the same site (28th) were 7 Ringed Plover 
and 2 Bar tailed Godwits with c260 Herring Gulls on the roost.  Near the Boathouse (29th) were 3 Grey 
Wagtails, 2 adults and an immature.  At New water Haugh (30th) were 4 Goldeneye and 14 Goldfinch 
feeding in thistle heads, with a Grey Plover seen with the Dunlin on Calot Shad.   At the Old Berwick 
Bridge (31st.) were a feeding group of 5 Turnstones.   
 
Mammals:   

Brown Hares were recorded at Cheswick, in the dunes at Cocklawburn, as well as Scremerston 
Murton, Billylaw and West Ord.  A male Otter was feeding on the Tweed between Gainslaw and West 
Ord (23rd) with another sighted near the Royal Border Viaduct three days earlier.  A bull Grey Seal was 
seen swimming upstream at West Ord (2nd).  A group of 3 Roe Deer were disturbed by a dog in the dunes 
at Cheswick (18th).   
 
Insects;     

Butterflies:   The mild conditions have kept the last of this season’s butterflies on the wing in 
decreasing numbers to the end of the month.  The last dates I have are, Large White (21st) Tommy the 
Millers field, Peacock (25th) Castle Vale, and Red Admiral (26th) Spittal.   

At this point, can I encourage members to plant some late flowering plants in their gardens if they 
have the space.  I have two late flowering Buddleja weyeriana in the front and back garden.  During the 
last week they have attracted 3 Red Admirals, 2 Commas and a Small White (24th), with a Comma and a 
Red Admiral still here on the last day of the month.  This Buddleja is different as it is the last species to 
flower, Sept/Oct, with its grey foliage and small clusters of orange blooms giving off a scent that is so 
attractive to bees, moths and butterflies.   

Dragonflies have been attracted to the area around Castle Vale pond during the last week of the 
month, with a Common Hawker and 3 Common Darters being seen.  
 

Other records;    
Thank you to all who have sent in records this month. Can members wishing to add their records 

to the newsletter, send them to sightings@berwickwildlifegroup.uk or directly to me by the 30th of each 
month at m.hutcheson08@btinternet.com  
                                        We need all your records please.  
 
 

 
              Male hen harrier; Tony Lightley 


