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Chairman’s piece 
Our talk by Rebekah from The Lindisfarne NNR was fascinating in giving us an insight into the complex 
factors affecting our shore nesting birds, with particular emphasis on Little Tern and Ringed Plover.  
Their breeding sites in the Shorebird Protection Areas from Goswick to Kiln Point are closely monitored 
and protected by public awareness signs, fencing, some fixed cameras and a fantastic team of volunteers.  
Overall the Little Tern population is holding steady and proving to be adaptable in its choice of nesting 
sites.  Changes in sea levels, tides and dune formation are all factors as well as public disturbance, 
especially dogs.  A local fox has been problematic!   
Personally, Penny and I made our annual ‘pilgrimage’ to Fast Castle point at Dowlaw to see the grey 
seals pupping.  The site is at the northern end of the breeding areas on this part of the coast, which starts 
at St Abb’s Head.  Fast Castle ruins are a wonderful place to view from.  We also saw a pair of raven and 
in the past have seen peregrine on the cliffs and in spring there are carpets of thrift and primroses (now 
there’s a nice thought to see us through these dark months!).  The climb back up has to be taken slowly 
though, it is very steep!   
 

    
Lindisfarne NNR            Lindisfarne NNR     
        
In the New Year (26th January) we have an interesting follow up to our coastal walks near Cocklawburn, 
when Alison Tymon will give us an insight into our wonderfully varied coastal geology.  This geology is 
very relevant to the habitats on this coast, in terms of both natural and man-made.   
 
Don’t forget to join us for our New Year’s walk on 7th January at 9.30.  Meet at Berwick 
Castle Gate car park, overflow long stay (furthest end).  
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WILDLIFE REPORTS.       
 
Weather;      

This month brought another set of occurrences with different weather patterns to the average 
November, as has been the case most months all year. 
The first four days were overcast, mild with a fresh south wind.  A change came on the 5th over the next 
three days, as weather fronts radiating from the remnants of Hurricane ‘Martin’ progressed up the North 
Atlantic into Iceland.   Spells of heavy rain came overnight, leaving us with a week of gusty south winds. 
It remained mild with the sunny spells, briefly piercing a thin layer of high cloud.   

The air pressure fell again on the 16th, with a spell of strong SE winds, bringing long periods of 
steady rain each day until the 20th.   A figure of 95mm (3.7 inches) fell over the six days period, unusual 
at any time!   A cold start on the 21st, brought a slight frost but a freshening wind brought rain again by 
dusk.  The 24th dawned cool and cloudy but with more settled conditions.  It stayed like this until the end 
of the month each day but getting a bit colder each day, which saw a frost on the 29th and spells of mist 
and fog at dawn.   

As a result of the mid-month spell of heavy rain, the rainfall totals were above the average for 
November with a total of 104mm (4.09 inches) the wettest November this decade.   
 
Birds; 

The month is normally a quiet one as birds settle into their winter areas.   It was nice to find a 
group of 4 Kittiwakes and a single Immature Little Gull feeding off Berwick Pier (2nd).  A flock of 
4 Common Scoter flew south along with 3 Gannets.  All these birds were displaced by recent stormy 
conditions.  Later that day 3 Whooper Swans flew south over Berwick.  A large flock of 430 Golden 
Plover were in the coastal fields at Cocklawburn (4th), along with 120 Lapwing and 42 Curlew.  The 
pond held 2 Common Snipe, 2 Teal and a female Tufted Duck.  On the shore at Cheswick Black rocks 
were 11 Sanderling and 5 Turnstones, with a flock of c.130 Wigeon noted flying north offshore.  The 
winter flock of 120 Common Scoter were back at Saltpan rocks with 5 Red throated Divers and 12 
Turnstone.   

At West Ord (6th) were 8 Teal and 6 Goldeneye, with 6 Redwing nearby in a Murton field.  A 
Ring- necked Parakeet was noted around the Berwick Parish Churchyard (9th).  On the coast, in 
Meadow Haven were 18 Cormorant and 42 Shag in the roost on the rising tide.  The 12th saw a large 
movement of Pink footed Geese seen over Berwick with 4 skeins flying south with a rough total of c.380 
birds, a lovely winter sight and sound.   

A group of 62 Golden Plover were in the fields at Billylaw, Ord Moor (16th) with 6 Redwing in 
the hedgerow.  A fall of winter thrushes during the morning saw c.120 Fieldfare and c.30 Redwing in the 
fields at Gainslaw House, with 8 Curlew and 12 Oystercatchers.  A further 60 Fieldfare and 40 Redwing 
were in the hawthorns at West Ord where the spectacle of small groups ‘falling’ out of a misty sky was 
fascinating.  A further 8 Redwings were in trees at Ord Country Park.  

On the Tweed later in the week (20th) were 3 Whooper Swans, a Little Egret, 26 Mallard, 1 
Little Grebe and 4 Goldeneye.  Numbers of thrushes in the hawthorn were around 130 Fieldfare, 100 
Redwing and noteworthy were c.60 Blackbirds of Scandinavian origin with black bills, brownish-black 
plumage and a nervous attitude!  A huge flock of c.270 Wood Pigeons were in the fields at Gainslaw 
with 24 Curlew.   

A visit to Cocklawburn (25th) saw 28 Redshanks, 18 Turnstone, 5 Purple Sandpipers, 5 Ringed 
Plover and 22 Sanderling feeding around the Middle Skerr rocks on the falling tide.  In the fields were 
320 Lapwing, 74 Curlew 26 Oystercatchers, 26 Skylarks, 3 Mistle Thrushes, 8 Redwings and 16 Twite.  
The pond held, 3 Tufted Ducks.  A flock of 20 Teal were at Middle Ord pond (27th) with 8 Mute Swans 
and a Great spotted Woodpecker at West Ord.  On Little Beach later, were 5 Grey Plover and 12 
Oystercatchers.   
 
Mammals:   
          Brown Hares were recorded on Billylaw and Murton.  A family of 3 Roe Deer were feeding on 
the road verge at White House farm (27th) early morning. 
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Insects;     

Butterflies:   The mild start to the month saw records of Small Tortoiseshell (12th. last) and Red 
Admiral (4th. last) during the first week.  For me, the surprise was a Painted Lady, which was on my late 
Buddleja in Hiveacres (9th) and visited daily until the 13th.  The NE Group of Butterfly Conservation 
informed me that this was a possible latest date ever seen in the County.  We will have to see!! 

Elsewhere, a member in the West End of Tweedmouth sent me a photo of a Harlequin ladybird. 
She found it in her windowsill one morning.  It has not been recorded by the BWG to date.  It’s spreading 
gradually northwards from Europe and unfortunately is a predator amongst other ladybird species, so is 
not very welcome.     
 
Thank you to all who have sent in records this month. Can members wishing to add there records to the 
newsletter, send them to sightings@berwickwildlifegroup.uk  or directly to me by the 30th of each month 
at m.hutcheson08@btinternet.com  
 
We need all your records please.  
 

 
St Abb,s Head NNR 


